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v Opening Material

v Welcome!

¢ Praise the Lord!
¢ Welcome to another Life Church sermon!

v Transition

e Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.

e The QR code (also available on our song sheets) links to our Visitor Landing Page.

e Use it to access our notes, share your contact information, and access our giving
page.

* Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you deserve to get answers!

e Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG

* We are pausing Luke 21 to explore our approach to the Old Testament.

* We will have Q&A / Discussion after the message, followed by Sunday Connection.

v Thoughts

v Video

e Chase: We Talkin' Bout Cashbacking | Chase Freedom Unlimited - YouTube
(00:00:30)

e Talking About Making_Disciples - YouTube (00:00:25)
v Acts 2:42-43 - The 4 Devotions:

[ ]

The apostles’ teaching
fellowship

the breaking of bread
prayer

[ ]

e Cultural Rivers

v Missed Opportunities in Luke 20

e Jesus quotes from Exodus: “God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.
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Jesus quotes from Psalm 110: “The Lord said to my lord . . .”

v Overview

v In today’s message we will do the following:

v

(]

Why are we here?

e Acts 2:36-39

e Acts 17:29-31

Review passage - Luke 1:1-4.

Review passage - Luke 4:14-21.

Review several NT passages where Jesus refers to the OT.
Review several OT passages.

Explore what Jesus is teaching us.

Transition to Life Group

v Opening Material

» Moralistic Therapeutic Deism

v Why are we here?

Acts 2:29-39 - Spoken to Jews

“Fellow lsraelites, | can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and
his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath
that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to come, he spoke
of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did
his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. Exalted
to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you now see and hear.
For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,

“‘The Lord said to my Lord:

“Sit at my right hand
until | make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.””’

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Messiah.”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise
is for you and your children and for all who are far off —for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

Acts 17:29-31 - Spoken to Gentiles

“Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold
or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. In the past God overlooked such
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ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when
he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of
this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

v Welcome to Luke!

v Video
e Bible Project: Luke 1-9 - YouTube (00:08:16)
e Bible Project: Luke 10-24 - YouTube (00:07:48)

e Luke 1:1-4
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfiled among us,
just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word. With this in mind, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the
beginning, | too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

v Embrace Jesus’ Mission

v Luke 4:14-21 (NIV) - The Lord’s Spirit Is Upon Me
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the
whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed
to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in
the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing.”

» Setting the Stage

v Feed on the Life of Jesus

e Are you “worded up”?
¢ Eat his flesh; Drink his blood - John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17
e Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?
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v What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?

(]

The Gospel of Luke in November (11/1 — 11/24)
The Gospel of John in December (12/1 — 12/21)
The Gospel of Matthew in January (1/1 — 1/28)
The Gospel of Mark in February (2/1 — 2/16)

v For November this means:

[ ]

(]

Read Luke 22 on November 22 (yesterday).
Read Luke 23 on November 23 (today).
Read Luke 24 on November 24 (tomorrow).
etc.

e As you read, write down any questions you have.

v Ask yourself the following questions:

What did this chapter teach me about how Jesus viewed himself, his mission, his
relationship to God, and his relationship to others?

What would | like to better understand about this chapter?
What did | find challenging about this chapter?
What did | learn as | tried to apply this chapter to my life?

Would an outsider who read this chapter recognize that | was trying to apply it to my
life?

v Jesus explained his teaching to his disciples:
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did
not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he
explained everything. — Mark 4:33-34 (NIV)

(]

(]

Did you grow up in church without getting your questions answered?
Did you grow up apart from church wondering what all the fuss was about?

Either way, don’t be afraid to start from scratch or start over from scratch with
someone who can walk you through the Bible so that you can understand God’s
Kingdom.

Read and listen to God’s Word in community!

v Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty

days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell
these stones to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from

the mouth of God.’”
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Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“*He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendor. “All this | will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve
him only.””
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

' »

v Observations / Lessons

e The Holy Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted. He is replicating in 40
days the 40 year journey of the Israelites in the wilderness.

e Jesus responds to each temptation with scripture. He indicates that he endorses the
authority of the Old Testament.

Matthew 5:17-20

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them
but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

v Parallel / Related Passages

e Matthew 5:21-22
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone
who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But | tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or
sister  will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hell.

e Matthew 5:27-30
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” But | tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right
eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of
your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell.

e Matthew 5:31-32
“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.” But |
tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of
adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
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e Matthew 5:33-37
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but
fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.” But | tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city
of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or
black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.

e Matthew 5:38-42
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.” But | tell you, do not
resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And
if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to
go one mile, go with them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the
one who wants to borrow from you.

e Matthew 5:43-48
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But | tell you,
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?
Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

v Observations / Lessons

e Jesus begins his teaching with the affirmation and endorsement of the Law and the
Prophets (short for the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets - the 3 divisions of the
Hebrew Scriptures).

Matthew 15:1-20

Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, “Why do
your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!”

Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? For God
said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to
death.” But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or
mother is ‘devoted to God,’ they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word
of God for the sake of your tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:

““These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.’

Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. What goes into someone’s mouth
does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”

Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when
they heard this?”

He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots.
Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”

Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”

“Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into
the stomach and then out of the body? But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the
heart, and these defile them. For out of the heart come evil thoughts —murder, adultery, sexual

”»
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immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed
hands does not defile them.”

v Parallel / Related Passages & Material

v Video:
e 09 SMS: WASHING HANDS (Chabad) - YouTube (00:01:36)
e How to wash our hands for bread - YouTube (00:04:27)

e Exodus 20:1-17
And God spoke all these words:

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery.

“You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on
the earth beneath or in the waters below.

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a
jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of
those who hate me,

but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Six days you shall labor and do all your work,

but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any
work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor
any foreigner residing in your towns.

For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and
made it holy.

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD
your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or
his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

e [eviticus 19:9-18

“‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or
gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the
grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. | am the LORD your God.

“ ‘Do not steal.

“‘Do not lie.

“‘Do not deceive one another.

“‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. | am the LORD.

“ ‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.
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“‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight.

“‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. | am
the LORD.

“‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but
judge your neighbor fairly.

“ ‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people.

“ ‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. | am the LORD.

“‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not
share in their guilt.

“‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your
neighbor as yourself. | am the LORD.

e Mark 7:1-23

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around Jesus and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is,
unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial
washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace they do not
eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups,
pitchers and kettles. )

So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live
according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”

He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:

““These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.
They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.’
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.”

And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to
observe your own traditions! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,” and, ‘Anyone who
curses their father or mother is to be put to death.” But you say that if anyone declares that what
might have been used to help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)— then you
no longer let them do anything for their father or mother. Thus you nullify the word of God by your
tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that.”

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this.
Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a
person that defiles them.”

After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable.
“Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can
defile them? For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body.” (In
saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)

He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a
person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside
and defile a person.”

v Observations / Lessons

v In Matthew’s account, as Jesus teaches about what defiles a person, he draws from
the teaching of the Hebrew Scriptures. Each behavior Jesus cites (murder, adultery,
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sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander) is something judged by the Old
Testament.
e murder - Exodus 20:13
e adultery - Exodus 20:14
e sexual immorality - Leviticus 18
¢ theft - Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11
e false testimony - Exodus 20:16
e slander - Leviticus 19:16

v In Mark’s account, Jesus provides a slightly different vice list. Each behavior Jesus
cites (sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness,
envy, slander, arrogance and folly) is something judged by the Old Testament.
e sexual immorality - Leviticus 18
¢ theft - Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11
e murder - Exodus 20:13
e adultery - Exodus 20:14
e greed - Exodus 20:17
e malice - Leviticus 19:17-18
e deceit - Leviticus 19:11
e lewdness -
e envy - Exodus 20:17
e slander - Leviticus 19:16
e arrogance -
o folly -

¢ |nthe Mark 7:1-23 parallel passage, we read Mark’s editorial comment that in his
statement Jesus has declared all foods clean. This is most likely a comment for the

benefit of gentiles who are reading this years later rather than for Jesus’ jewish
audience.

v Matthew 19:1-12

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to
the other side of the Jordan. Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for
any and every reason?”

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’
and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two
will become one flesh’ ? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined
together, let no one separate.”

“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and
send her away?”

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it
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was not this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”

The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to
marry.”

Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. For
there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by
others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The
one who can accept this should accept it.”

v Observations / Lessons

* Jesus bases his teaching on divorce on God’s original intention expressed in
Genesis.

Matthew 23:23-24

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint,
dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and
faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You
strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.

v Observations / Lessons
» Jesus implicitly affirms the concept of tithing from the Hebrew Scriptures.

Luke 24:13-27

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they
were kept from recognizing him.

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only
one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”

“What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God
and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they
crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more,
it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the
tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of
angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken!
Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses
and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

v Observations / Lessons

e Jesus explains to the two disciples how the Hebrew Scriptures actually pointed to
him.
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v Luke 24:36-49
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.”

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled,
and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is | myself! Touch me and see; a
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see | have.”

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.

He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. | am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until
you have been clothed with power from on high.”

v Observations / Lessons

e Jesus explains to the apostles and others how the Hebrew Scriptures actually
pointed to him.

v Acts 15:1-31

Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are
circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” This brought Paul and
Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with
some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. The
church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the
Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the believers very glad. When they came to
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported
everything God had done through them.

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The
Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”

The apostles and elders met to consider this question. After much discussion, Peter got up and
addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the
Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart,
showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He did not
discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test
God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to
bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”

The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs
and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. When they finished, James spoke up.
“Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose a people
for his name from the Gentiles. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:
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“ ‘After this | will return
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.
Its ruins | will rebuild,
and | will restore it,

that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,

even all the Gentiles who bear my name,
says the Lord, who does these things’ —
things known from long ago.

“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to
God. Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual
immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. For the law of Moses has been preached
in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”

The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers

Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and
send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men
who were leaders among the believers.

With them they sent the following letter:

The apostles and elders, your brothers,

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:

Greetings.

We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you,

troubling your minds by what they said.

So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas
and Paul—

men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing.

It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the
following requirements:

You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals
and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things.

Farewell.

So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and
delivered the letter. The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message.

v Observations / Lessons

e The early church realized that they should not force Gentiles to obey the Law
expressed in the Hebrew Scriptures.

Leviticus 18

The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Il am the LORD your God. You
must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of
Canaan, where | am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. You must obey my laws and be careful
to follow my decrees. | am the LORD your God. Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys
them will live by them. | am the LORD.

“*No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. | am the LORD.

“ ‘Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother; do
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not have relations with her.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife; that would dishonor your father.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s daughter or your mother’s
daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that would
dishonor you.

“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with the daughter of your father’s wife, born to your father; she is
your sister.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister; she is your father’s close relative.

“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with your mother’s sister, because she is your mother’s close
relative.

“ ‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations; she is your
aunt.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife; do not have
relations with her.

“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do not have sexual relations
with either her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter; they are her close relatives. That is
wickedness.

“ ‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is
living.

“ ‘Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her.

“‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you must not profane the name of
your God. | am the LORD.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present
herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion.

“‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that | am going to
drive out before you became defiled. Even the land was defiled; so | punished it for its sin, and the land
vomited out its inhabitants. But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the
foreigners residing among you must not do any of these detestable things, for all these things were done
by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled. And if you defile the land, it
will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that were before you.

“‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut off from their
people. Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the detestable customs that were practiced
before you came and do not defile yourselves with them. | am the LORD your God. ’”

v Observations / Lessons

e Leviticus is an important source for understanding how the concept of “sexual
immorality” was understood by 1st century Christians.

Romans 14

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. One person’s faith
allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The one who eats
everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything
must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. Who are you to judge someone else’s
servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make
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them stand.

One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each
of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever regards one day as special does so to the
Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does
so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for
ourselves alone. If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or
die, we belong to the Lord. For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living.

You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister ? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For
we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.

It is written:
“‘As surely as | live,” says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;
every tongue will acknowledge God.’”
So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any
stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. | am convinced, being fully persuaded in the
Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that
person it is unclean. If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer
acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy someone for whom Christ died. Therefore do not let what
you know is good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking,
but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is
pleasing to God and receives human approval.

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. Do not
destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a person to eat anything
that causes someone else to stumble. It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that
will cause your brother or sister to fall.

So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one
who does not condemn himself by what he approves. But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat,
because their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

v Observations / Lessons

» Although, as Christians, we don’t carry the burden of observing all of the O.T. law, we
must not exercise our freedom in a way that causes others to stumble.

v Deuteronomy 18:9-13
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable
ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the
fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or
who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the
LORD; because of these same detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those nations
before you. You must be blameless before the LORD your God.

v Observations / Lessons

¢ We must not engage in idolatrous or occult practices.

v Lessons
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* Jesus fully embraced the Old Testament.
* Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament.

* As we follow Jesus, we should be guided by how he used the Old Testament and
by how the Apostles used the Old Testament.

v Life Group

v Welcome (5 - 10 minutes)

e |cebreaker

Worship (optional for life group meetings during Sunday service)

v Word - Discussion Questions
For each question, spend 1 — 2 minutes in silence before you begin to respond.

 What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?
* What does this passage mean to you?
 How will you apply this passage this coming week?

v Witness
How will we work together as a team to be "good news" to the people around us?

v Explore the Harvest Skills in the Training Page “Big Blueprint” diagram.

v What level are you at with these?

* Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a "leader”?
e What’s your plan for developing these skills?

e Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.
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Visitor Page

11/23/2025

Welcome!

Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.

The QR code (also available on our song sheets)
links to our Visitor Landing Page.

Use it to access our notes, share your contact
information, and access our giving page.

Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you
deserve to get answers!

Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG

We are pausing Luke 21 to continue exploring our
approach to the Old Testament.
We will have Life Group after the message.


mailto:Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
mailto:Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG

Thoughts

e Acts 2:42-43 - The 4 Devotions:
* the apostles’ teaching
* fellowship
* the breaking of bread
* Prayer

e Cultural Rivers

* Missed Opportunities in Luke 20

 Jesus quotes from Exodus: “God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.

* Jesus quotes from Psalm 110: “The Lord said tomy lord .. ”
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Overview

In today’s message we will deal with the following:

* Why are we here?
* Acts 2:36-39
* Acts 17:29-31

* Review passage - Luke 1:1-4.

* Review passage - Luke 4:14-21.

* Review several NT passages where Jesus refers to the OT.
* Review several OT passages.

* Explore what Jesus is teaching us.

 Transition to Life Group
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Why are we here?

Acts 2:29-39 — Spoken to Jews
Acts 17:29-31 — Spoken to Gentiles
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“Fellow Israelites, | can tell you confidently that the
patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to
this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised
him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his
throne. Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the
realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. God has raised
this Jesus to life, and we are all withesses of it. Exalted to
the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and
hear.
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Acts 2:29-39 — Spoken to Jews (2 of 3)

For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,

““The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand

until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.”’

13
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“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said
to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off —
for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
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“Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image
made by human design and skill. In the past God
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will
judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising
him from the dead.”
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Welcome to Luke!

 Video: Bible Project: Luke 1-9
 Video: Bible Project: Luke 10-24
e Luke 1:1-4 — Luke’s Introduction

e Luke 4:14-21 — Embrace Jesus’ Mission
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Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that
have been fulfiled among us, just as they were handed down to
us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word. With this in mind, since | myself have carefully
investigated everything from the beginning, | too decided to write
an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
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“".ﬂl...nl..
== | Embrace Jesus’ Mission: Luke 4:14-21

L fe Church

Jesus returned to Galilee in the ﬁ_owe_r of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the
whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into
the s%nago%ue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. .
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of

eve_ry{one,in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this
scripture is fulfilled in"'your hearing.”
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (1 of 4)

Are you “worded up”?

Eat his flesh; Drink his blood — John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17
Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?
What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?

* The Gospel of Luke in November (11/1 —11/24)

* The Gospel of John in December (12/1 -12/21)

* The Gospel of Matthew in January (1/1 - 1/28)

* The Gospel of Mark in February (2/1 — 2/16)

11/23/2025
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (2 of 4)

For November this means:

* Read Luke 22 on November 22 (yesterday).
e Read Luke 23 on November 23 (today).

* Read Luke 24 on November 24 (tomorrow).

* etc.

22
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (3 of 4)

As you read, write down any questions you have.
Ask yourself the following questions:

* What did this chapter teach me about how Jesus viewed himself, his
mission, his relationship to God, and his relationship to others?

 What would | like to better understand about this chapter?
 What did | find challenging about this chapter?
« What did | learn as | tried to apply this chapter to my life?

* Would an outsider who read this chapter recognize that | was trying
to apply it to my life?
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (4 of 4)

Jesus explained his teaching to his disciples:

With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could
understand. He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he
was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. — Mark 4:33-34 (NIV)

* Did you grow up in church without getting your questions answered?
* Did you grow up apart from church wondering what all the fuss was about?

* Either way, don’t be afraid to start from scratch or start over from scratch
with someone who can walk you through the Bible so that you can
understand God’s Kingdom.

* Read and listen to God’s Word in community!
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=n | Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)

L fe Church

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fastin% forty
days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son o
God, tell these stones to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from
the mouth of God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will
not strike your foot against a stone.’”

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.””

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendor. “All this | will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

hflesusl said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve
im only.””

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
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Observations & Lessons

* The Holy Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted. He is
replicating in 40 days the 40 year journey of the Israelites in the
wilderness.

* Jesus responds to each temptation with scripture. He indicates that
he endorses the authority of the Old Testament.
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Matthew 5:17-20 (NIV)

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For
truly | tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear
from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone
who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches
others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven,
but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you that unless
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the
Leachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of

eaven.
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Matthew 5:21-22 (NIV)

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You
shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to
judgment.’ But | tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother
or sister  will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says
to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And
anyone who says, ‘You fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hell.
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Matthew 5:27-30 (NIV)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.” But | tell you that anyone who looks at a woman
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If
your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for
your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for
you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go
into hell.
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Matthew 5:31-32 (NIV)

“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a
certificate of divorce.” But | tell you that anyone who divorces
his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of
adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits
adultery.
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Matthew 5:33-37 (NIV)

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago,
‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have
made.’” But | tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his
footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And
do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair
white or black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or
‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.
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Matthew 5:38-42 (NIV)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for
tooth.” But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek
also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand
over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile, go
with them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not
turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
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Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.” But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be children of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If
you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not
even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own
people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even
pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.
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Observations & Lessons

* Jesus begins his teaching with the affirmation and endorsement of
the Law and the Prophets (short for the Law, the Psalms, and the
Prophets - the 3 divisions of the Hebrew Scriptures).
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Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus
from Jerusalem and asked, “Why do your disciples break the
tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they
eat!”

11/23/2025
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Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus
from Jerusalem and asked, “Why do your disciples break the
traollition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they
eat!”

Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for
the sake of your tradition? For God said, ‘Honor your father and
mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be
put to death.” But you say that if anyone declares that what
might have been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to
God,’ they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus
you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.
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You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:

“ “These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.’ ”

Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand.
What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what
comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”
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Matthew 15:1-20 (NIV) 3 of 3

Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the
Pharisees were offended when they heard this?”

He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
Pulleq up by the roots. Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead
he blind, both will fall into a pit.”

Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”

“Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. “Don’t you see that whatever
enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? But the
things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these
defile them. For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are what defile
a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.”
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And God spoke all these words:

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery.

“You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for |, the LORD
your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the
parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,
but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me
and keep my commandments.
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“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Six days you shall labor and do all your work,
but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it
you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter,
nor your male or female servant nor your animals, nor any

foreigner residing in your towns.
For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the

sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh
day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it
holy.
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“*Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live
long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
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Leviticus 19:9-18 (NIV) 1 of 2 S

““When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of
your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your
vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them
for the poor and the foreigner. | am the LORD your God.

“‘Do not steal.
“‘Do not lie.
Do not deceive one another.

“‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God.
| am the LORD.

“‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.
‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight.

o (
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Leviticus 19:9-18 (NIV) 2 of 2

“‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the
blind, but fear your God. | am the LORD.

“‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or
favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.

“‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people.
“‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. | am the
LORD.

“‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor
frankly so you will not share in their guilt.

“‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your
people, but love your neighbor as yourself. | am the LORD.



Mark 7:1-23 (NIV) 1 of 2

L fe Church

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around
Jesus and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed.
(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing,
holding to the tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless
Lhet I was)h. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and

ettles.

So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to
the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”

He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:
“‘“These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.

They worship me in vain;

their teachings are merely human rules.’

You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.”
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Mark 7:1-23 (NIV) 2 of 2

L fe Church

And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to
observe your own traditions! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,” and, ‘Anyone who
curses their father or mother is to be put to death.” But you say that if anyone declares that what
might have been used to help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)— then you no
longer let them do anything for their father or mother. Thus you nullify the word of God by your
tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that.”

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. Nothing

outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that
defiles them.”

After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. “Are
ou so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile
hem? For it doesn’tgo into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body.” (In saying
this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)

He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a person’s

heart, that evil thoughts come —sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a person.”
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In Matthew’s account, as Jesus teaches about what defiles a person, he
draws from the teaching of the Hebrew Scriptures. Each behavior Jesus
cites (murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony,
slander) is something judged by the Old Testament.

* murder - Exodus 20:13

e adultery - Exodus 20:14

e sexual immorality - Leviticus 18
theft - Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11
false testimony - Exodus 20:16
slander - Leviticus 19:16
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Observations & Lessons 2 of 3

In Mark’s account, Jesus provides a slightly different vice list. Each behavior
Jesus cites (sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly ) is something judged by the Old
Testament.

e sexual immorality - Leviticus 18; theft - Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11
* murder - Exodus 20:13; adultery - Exodus 20:14

e greed - Exodus 20:17; malice - Leviticus 19:17-18

* deceit - Leviticus 19:11; lewdness -

* envy - Exodus 20:17; slander - Leviticus 19:16

* arrogance -; folly -
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* Here we read Mark’s editorial comment that in his statement Jesus
has declared all foods clean. This is most likely a comment for the
benefit of gentiles who are reading this years later rather than for
Jesus’ jewish audience.
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When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and
went into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. Large
crowds followed him, and he healed them there.

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for
a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator
‘made them male and female,” and said, ‘For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh’ ? So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
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Matthew 19:1-12 (NIV) 2 of 2

“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a
certificate of divorce and send her away?”

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your
hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. | tell you that
anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries
another woman commits adultery.”

The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and
wife, it is better not to marry.”

~Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom
it has been given. For thére are eunuchs who were born that way, and there
are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those
who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The

one who can accept this should accept it.”
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* Jesus bases his teaching on divorce on God’s original intention
expressed in Genesis.
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Matthew 23:23-24 (NIV)

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!
You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you
have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice,
mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the Iatter,
without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a
gnat but swallow a camel.
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* Jesus implicitly affirms the concept of tithing from the Hebrew
Scriptures.

11/23/2025 55



Luke 24:13-27 (NIV) 1 of 2

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called _
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with
each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and
walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.

,—Ie ar)s”ked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk
along”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named
Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”

“What things?” he asked.
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Luke 24:13-27 (NIV) 2 of 2

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in
word and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him;
but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day_since all this took place. In
addition, some of our women amazed us.” They went to the tomb early this
morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a
vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went
50 the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see
esus.

He said to them, “How foolish %/ou are, and how slow to believe all that the
Prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and
hen enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself.
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Luke 24:36-49 (NIV)

L fe Church

\_/%/hhile they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you
troubled, and whﬁ do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is [ myself! Touch
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see | have.”

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.

He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is
what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for
the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these thln%s. | am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
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* Jesus explains to his disciples how the Hebrew Scriptures actually
pointed to him.

* Jesus explains to the apostles and others how the Hebrew Scriptures
actually pointed to him.
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Acts 15:1-31 (NIV) 1 of 5

Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the
believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by
Moses, you cannot be saved.” This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp
dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along
with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and
elders about this question. The church sent them on their way, and as they
traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had
been converted. This news made all the believers very glad. When they
came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles
and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them.

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the

Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and
required to keep the law of Moses.”

11/23/2025 60



Acts 15:1-31 (NIV) 2 of 5

The apostles and elders met to consider this question. After much
discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that
some time ago God made a choice amongdyou that the Gentiles might hear
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the
heart, showed that he accepted them b%/ qlvmg the Holy Spirit to them, just
as he did to us. He did not discriminate between us and them, for he
purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test God by
ﬁuttln on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors

ave been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”

The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul
telling about the signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles
through them._ When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said,
“listen to me. Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose
a people for his name from the Gentiles.
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Acts 15:1-31 (NIV) 3 of 5

The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:

“ ‘After this | will return
and rebuild David’s fallen tent.
Its ruins | will rebuild,
and | will restore it,
that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,
even all the Gentiles who bear my name,
says the Lord, who does these things’ —
things known from long ago.

“It is my judgment,_therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles
who areturning to God. Instead we should write to them, telling them to
abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat
of strangled animals and from blood. For the law of Moses has been preached
g\ %\éer City from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every

abbath.
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Acts 15:1-31 (NIV) 4 of 5

Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose
some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were leaders
among the believers. With them they sent the following letter:

The apostles and elders, your brothers,
To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.
We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and
disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said.

So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear

friends Barnabas and Paul—
men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Acts 15:1-31 (NIV) 5 of 5

Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of
mouth what we are writing.

It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you
with anything beyond the following requirements:

You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood,
from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual
immorality. You will do well to avoid these things.

Farewell.

So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they
gathered the church together and delivered the letter. The people
read it and were glad for its encouraging message.
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Observations & Lessons

* The early church realized that they should not force Gentiles to obey
the Law expressed in the Hebrew Scriptures.
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Leviticus 18 (NIV) 1 of 4

The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Il am the
LORD your God. You must not do as they do in Egyﬁt, where you used to live, and
ou must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where | am bringing you. Do not
ollow their practices. You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my
decrees. | am the LORD your God. "Keep my decrees and laws, for the person
who obeys them will live by them. | am the LORD.

LOH[O) one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. | am the

“ ‘Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is
your mother; do not have relations with her.

f “t‘hDo not have sexual relations with your father’s wife; that would dishonor your
ather.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s daughter or
your mother’s daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere.
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Leviticus 18 (NIV) 2 of 4

L fe Church

“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that
would dishonor you.

“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with the daughter of your father’s wife, born to your father;
she is your sister.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister; she is your father’s close relative.

I“ ‘Do nlott_have sexual relations with your mother’s sister, because she is your mother’s
close relative.

“ ‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations;
she is your aunt.

“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife; do not
have relations with her.

“‘Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother.

11/23/2025 67



Leviticus 18 (NIV) 3 of 4

“‘Do not “ ‘Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her
daughter. Do not have sexual relations with either her son’s daughter or her
daughter’s daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness.

“‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her
while your wife is living.

“‘Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of
her monthly period.

h“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with
er.

“‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you must not
profane the name’of your God. | am the LORD.

“*Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is
detestable.
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Leviticus 18 (NIV) 4 of 4

“‘Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman
must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a
perversion.

“‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations
that | am going t0 drive out beforé you became defiled. Even the land was
defiled; so | punished it for its sin, "and the land vomited out its inhabitants. But
you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the foreigners
residing amongjyou must not do any of these detestable things, for all these things
were done by the peaople who lived in the land before you, and the land became
defiled. And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out™ as it vomited out the nations
that were before you.

“ ‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut
off fromtheir people. Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the
detestable customs that were practiced before you came and do not defile
yourselves with them. | am the LORD your God. ’”

11/23/2025 69



Observations & Lessons

* Leviticus is an important source for understanding how the concept of
“sexual immorality” was understood by 1st century Christians.
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Romans 14 (NIV) 1 of 5

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over
disputable matters. One person’s faith allows them to eat
anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only
vegetables. The one who eats everything must not treat with
contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat
everything must not judge the one who does, for God has
accepted them. Who are you to judge someone else’s
servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will
stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
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Romans 14 (NIV) 2 of 5

One person considers one day more sacred than
another; another considers every day alike. Each of them should
be fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever regards one day
as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to
the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains
does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives
for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. If
we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord.
So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. For this very
reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living.
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Romans 14 (NIV) 3 of 5

You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister ? Or why do
you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s
judgment seat.

It is written:

“‘As surely as | live,” says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;

every tongue will acknowledge God.””

So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.
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Romans 14 (NIV) 4 of 5

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead,
make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the
way of a brother or sister. | am convinced, being fully persuaded in
the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards
something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. If your
brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no
longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy someone for
whom Christ died. Therefore do not let what you know is good be
spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating
and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to
God and receives human approval.
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Romans 14 (NIV) 5 of 5

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to
peace and to mutual edification. Do not destroy the work of God
for the sake of food. All food is clean, but itis wrong for a person
to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. It is better
not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will
cause your brother or sister to fall.

So whatever you believe about these things keep between
yourself and God. Blessed is the one who does not
condemn himself by what he approves. But whoever has
doubts is condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from
faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.
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Observations & Lessons

* Although, as Christians, we don’t carry the burden of observing all of
the O.T. law, we must not exercise our freedom in a way that causes
others to stumble.
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When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do
not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let
no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter
in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets
omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a
medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does
these things is detestable to the LORD; because of these same
detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those
nations before you. You must be blameless before the LORD
your God.
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* We must not engage in idolatrous or occult practices.

11/23/2025 78



Lessons

e Jesus fully embraced the Old Testament.
* Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament.

* As we follow Jesus, we should be guided by how he used the Old
Testament and by how the Apostles used the Old Testament.
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Life Groups

Word - Spend 1 — 2 minutes in silence before you begin each question.
* What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?

* What does this passage mean to you?

* How will you apply this passage this coming week?

Witness (How we work as a team to be "good news" to others)

* Explore the Harvest Skills in the Training Page “Big Blueprint” diagram.

* What level are you at with these?

. u

* Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a “leader”?
* What'’s your plan for developing these skills?

* Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.
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Sunday Service November 23, 2025

No Men’s Bible Study Wed (11/26) - Thanksgiving Week
Thanksgiving (11/27/2025)

Sunday Service November 30, 2025

Men’s Bible Study Wed (12/3) 7pm - 8:30pm - via Zoom
Sunday Service (Communion) December 7, 2025
Sunday Connection December 7, 2025 12pm - 2pm
Sunday Service December 14, 2025

Sunday Service December 21, 2025

No Men’s Bible Study Wed (12/24) - Christmas Eve
Sunday Service December 28, 2025

No Men’s Bible Study Wed (12/31) - New Years’ Eve
Watch Night Fellowship December 31, 2025
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Life Groups

Word - Spend 1 — 2 minutes in silence before you begin each question.
* What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?

* What does this passage mean to you?

* How will you apply this passage this coming week?

Witness (How we work as a team to be "good news" to others)

* Explore the Harvest Skills in the Training Page “Big Blueprint” diagram.

* What level are you at with these?

. u

* Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a “leader”?
* What'’s your plan for developing these skills?

* Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.
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Benediction, Life Groups

Announcements
Benediction
Life Groups

Leave Service From Life Groups
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