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Praise the Lord!
Welcome to another Life Church sermon!

Welcome!

Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
The QR code (also available on our song sheets) links to our Visitor Landing Page.
Use it to access our notes, share your contact information, and access our giving 
page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We are beginning Luke 20.
We will have Q&A / Discussion after the message, followed by Sunday Connection.

Transition

Opening Material

Chase: We Talkin' Bout Cashbacking | Chase Freedom Unlimited - YouTube 
(00:00:30)
Talking About Making Disciples - YouTube (00:00:25)

Video

The apostles’ teaching
fellowship
the breaking of bread
prayer

Acts 2:42-43 - The 4 Devotions:

Thoughts

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism
Why are we here?

In today’s message we will do the following:

Overview

Jesus’ Authority & God’s Vineyard
Rocklyn Clarke Sr. - Sunday October 5, 2025
© 2025 Life Church Ministries, Inc.
http://www.LifeChurchBoston.org/

mailto:Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQVxaVhMkvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZSpt3bUL9g
http://www.LifeChurchBoston.org/


Life Church Sermon For: 2025-10-05-Handout

Page 2 of 8

Acts 2:36-39
Acts 17:29-31

Review passage - Luke 1:1-4.
Review passage - Luke 4:14-21.
Review our passage - Luke 19:45-48
Explore what Jesus is teaching us.
Transition to Life Group.

Acts 2:36-39 - Spoken to Jews
 “Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord  and Messiah.” 
 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,  every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and 
your children  and for all who are far off —for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
Acts 17:29-31 - Spoken to Gentiles
 “Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill.  In the past God overlooked  such 
ignorance,  but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.  For he has set a day when he 
will judge  the world with justice  by the man he has appointed.  He has given proof of this to 
everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

Why are we here?

Bible Project: Luke 1-9 - YouTube (00:08:16)
Bible Project: Luke 10-24 - YouTube (00:07:48)

Video

Luke 1:1-4
 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled  among us, 
just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first  were eyewitnesses  and servants 
of the word.  With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the 
beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account  for you, most excellent  Theophilus,  so that 
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

Welcome to Luke!

Opening Material

Luke 4:14-21 (NIV) - The Lord’s Spirit Is Upon Me
 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside.  He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

Embrace Jesus’ Mission

https://bibleproject.com/videos/luke-1-9/
https://bibleproject.com/videos/luke-10-24/
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Setting the Stage

 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue,  as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 
to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor.

 He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind,

 to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   

 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.”

Are you “worded up”?

Eat his flesh; Drink his blood - John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17

Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?

The Gospel of Mark in October (10/1 – 10/16)
The Gospel of Luke in November (11/1 – 11/24)
The Gospel of John in December (12/1 – 12/21)
The Gospel of Matthew in January (1/1 – 1/28)

What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?

Read Mark 4 on October 4 (yesterday).
Read Mark 5 on October 5 (today).
Read Mark 6 on October 6 (tomorrow).
etc.

For October this means:

As you read, write down any questions you have.

What did this chapter teach me about how Jesus viewed himself, his mission, his 
relationship to God, and his relationship to others?
What would I like to better understand about this chapter?

Ask yourself the following questions:

Feed on the Life of Jesus
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What did I find challenging about this chapter?
What did I learn as I tried to apply this chapter to my life?
Would an outsider who read this chapter recognize that I was trying to apply it to my 
life?

Did you grow up in church without getting your questions answered?
Did you grow up apart from church wondering what all the fuss was about?
Either way, don’t be afraid to start from scratch or start over from scratch with 
someone who can walk you through the Bible so that you can understand God’s 
Kingdom.
Read and listen to God’s Word in community!

Jesus explained his teaching to his disciples:
 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.  He did 
not say anything to them without using a parable.  But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 
explained everything. – Mark 4:33-34 (NIV)

Matthew 21:23-27
 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to him. “By what authority  are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who 
gave you this authority?”
 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.
John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then 
why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.” 
 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
Mark 11:27-33
 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief 
priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. “By what authority are you doing these 

Parallel / Related Passages

Luke 20:1-8
 One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts  and proclaiming the good news,  
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. “Tell us by what 
authority you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?” 
 He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: John’s baptism —was it from heaven, or of 
human origin?”
 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Why didn’t 
you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the people  will stone us, because they are 
persuaded that John was a prophet.” 
 So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.”
 Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”
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things?” they asked. “And who gave you authority to do this?”
 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of human origin? Tell me!”
 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then 
why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ …” (They feared the people, for 
everyone held that John really was a prophet.) 
 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”

He is teaching in the temple courts.
He is proclaiming the good news.

Jesus is at the Temple.

The chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders question his authority.
Jesus asks their opinion about the origin of John’s baptism.

If they say it’s from heaven, then they would need to acknowledge Jesus.
If they say it’s from men, then the people might stone them.

The chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders decline to answer:

Narrative - Luke 20:1-8

The leaders are not willing to genuinely engage with Jesus’ claims and identity.
Observations / Background

Jesus has a clear sense of his authority and calling.
What implications does this have for your own life?
What implications does this have for the life of your family and friends?
What implications does this have for your community, your country, and the world?

Lessons

Jesus’ Authority

Luke 20:9-19
 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard,  rented it to some farmers and 
went away for a long time.  At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some 
of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. He sent another 
servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. He sent still a 
third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 
 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love;  perhaps 
they will respect him.’ 
 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill 
him, and the inheritance will be ours.’
So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?
He will come and kill those tenants  and give the vineyard to others.” 

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”
 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is written: 
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Matthew 21:33-46
 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted  a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower.  Then he rented the vineyard to some 
farmers and moved to another place.  When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants  to 
the tenants to collect his fruit. 
 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.  Then he 
sent other servants  to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 
Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.  Come, let’s kill 
him  and take his inheritance.’  So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,”  they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard 
to other tenants,  who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

 “ ‘The stone the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone;

 the Lord has done this,
 and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ? 

 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you  and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on 
whom it falls will be crushed.”   
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking 
about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the 
people held that he was a prophet. 
Mark 12:1-12
 Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard.  He put a wall 
around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 
farmers and moved to another place. At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from 
them some of the fruit of the vineyard. But they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-
handed. Then he sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and treated him 
shamefully. He sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they 
beat, others they killed. 
 “He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all,  saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 
 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance 
will be ours.’ So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.
 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and give the 
vineyard to others.
Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture: 

 “ ‘The stone the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone; 

Parallel / Related Passages

 “ ‘The stone the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone’ ? 

  Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 
 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him  immediately, because 
they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. 
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the Lord has done this,
 and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ?” 

 Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked for a way to arrest him 
because they knew he had spoken the parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd;  so 
they left him and went away. 
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 118 7:22-24
Isaiah 8:14-15

Jesus tells another parable.
A man plants a vineyard and rents it to farmers and goes away.
While he’s away, he sends servants on 3 occasions to collect some of the fruit.
Each time, the tenants beat the servants and send them way empty-handed.
Finally, the owner sends his son whom the tenants kill in hope of taking over the 
vineyard.
Jesus raises the issue of how the owner will respond to the actions of the tenants.
He points out that the owner will kill the tenants and give the vineyard to others.

Narrative - Luke 20:9-19

Isaiah 5:1-7
I will sing for the one I love 

a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard 

on a fertile hillside.
He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower  in it 

and cut out a winepress  as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,

but it yielded only bad fruit. 
“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard. 
What more could have been done for my vineyard 

than I have done for it? 
When I looked for good grapes,

why did it yield only bad? 
Now I will tell you 

what I am going to do to my vineyard:
I will take away its hedge,

and it will be destroyed; 
I will break down its wall, 

The metaphor of the vineyard would evoke Isaiah 5 to Jesus’ listeners.
Observations / Background

God’s Vineyard
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and it will be trampled. 
I will make it a wasteland, 

neither pruned nor cultivated,
and briers and thorns  will grow there.

I will command the clouds 
not to rain  on it.”

The vineyard  of the LORD Almighty 
is the nation of Israel,

and the people of Judah 
are the vines he delighted in.

And he looked for justice,  but saw bloodshed;
for righteousness,  but heard cries of distress. 

Israel is God’s vineyard but, by rejecting God’s Son, they bring judgment on 
themselves.

Psalm 118 7:22-24
The stone  the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 
the LORD has done this,

and it is marvelous  in our eyes.
The LORD has done it this very day;

let us rejoice today and be glad. 
Isaiah 8:14-15
He will be a holy place; 

for both Israel and Judah he will be 
a stone  that causes people to stumble 

and a rock that makes them fall. 
And for the people of Jerusalem he will be 

a trap and a snare. 
Many of them will stumble; 

they will fall and be broken,
they will be snared and captured.”

Israel’s rejection of Jesus evokes Psalm 118 and Isaiah 8.

Jesus, once again, demonstrates a clear sense of his identity and calling.
Jesus confronts the leaders with the implications of their rejection of him.
What’s our relationship to the vineyard? Are we tenants or sons and daughters?
Are we producing the fruit that the Lord expects from us?

Lessons

Discussions, Q&A
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Welcome!
Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
The QR code (also available on our song sheets) 
links to our Visitor Landing Page.
Use it to access our notes, share your contact 
information, and access our giving page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you 
deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We are beginning Luke 20.
We will have Q&A / Discussion after the message, 
followed by Sunday Connection.
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Thoughts (continued)

• Talkin’ Bout Cashbacking
• Talkin’ Bout Making Disciples
• Acts 2:42-43 - The 4 Devotions:

• the apostles’ teaching
• fellowship
• the breaking of bread
• prayer
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Overview

In today’s message we will do the following:
• Why are we here?

• Acts 2:36-39
• Acts 17:29-31

• Review passage - Luke 1:1-4.
• Review passage - Luke 4:14-21.
• Review our passage - Luke 19:45-48
• Explore what Jesus is teaching us.
• Transition to Life Group.
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Why are we here?

Acts 2:36-39 – Spoken to Jews
Acts 17:29-31 – Spoken to Gentiles

10/05/2025 10



Acts 2:36-39 – Spoken to Jews

 “Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord  and Messiah.”

 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,  every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and 
your children  and for all who are far off —for all whom the Lord 
our God will call.”
10/05/2025 11



Acts 17:29-31 – Spoken to Gentiles

 “Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image 
made by human design and skill.  In the past God 
overlooked  such ignorance,  but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent.  For he has set a day when he will 
judge  the world with justice  by the man he has appointed.  He 
has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the 
dead.”

10/05/2025 12



Welcome to Luke!

• Video: Bible Project: Luke 1-9
• Video: Bible Project: Luke 10-24
• Luke 1:1-4 – Luke’s Introduction
• Luke 4:14-21 – Embrace Jesus’ Mission

10/05/2025 13



Luke 1:1-4 – Luke’s Introduction

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that 
have been fulfilled  among us, just as they were handed down to 
us by those who from the first  were eyewitnesses  and servants 
of the word.  With this in mind, since I myself have carefully 
investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write 
an orderly account  for you, most excellent  Theophilus,  so that 
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

10/05/2025 16



Embrace Jesus’ Mission: Luke 4:14-21
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside.  He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 
the synagogue,  as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
 because he has anointed me
 to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
 and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (1 of 4)

Are you “worded up”?
Eat his flesh; Drink his blood – John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17
Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?
What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?
• The Gospel of Mark in October (10/1 – 10/16)
• The Gospel of Luke in November (11/1 – 11/24)
• The Gospel of John in December (12/1 – 12/21)
• The Gospel of Matthew in January (1/1 - 1/28)
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (2 of 4)

For October this means:
• Read Mark 4 on October 4 (yesterday).
• Read Mark 5 on October 5 (today).
• Read Mark 6 on October 6 (tomorrow).
• etc.
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (3 of 4)

As you read, write down any questions you have.
Ask yourself the following questions:
• What did this chapter teach me about how Jesus viewed himself, his 

mission, his relationship to God, and his relationship to others?
• What would I like to better understand about this chapter?
• What did I find challenging about this chapter?
• What did I learn as I tried to apply this chapter to my life?
• Would an outsider who read this chapter recognize that I was trying 

to apply it to my life?

10/05/2025 20



Feed on the Life of Jesus (4 of 4)

Jesus explained his teaching to his disciples:
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 

understand.  He did not say anything to them without using a parable.  But when he 
was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. – Mark 4:33-34 (NIV)

• Did you grow up in church without getting your questions answered?
• Did you grow up apart from church wondering what all the fuss was about?
• Either way, don’t be afraid to start from scratch or start over from scratch 

with someone who can walk you through the Bible so that you can 
understand God’s Kingdom.

• Read and listen to God’s Word in community!
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Luke 20:1-8 (NIV)

 One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts  and proclaiming 
the good news,  the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the 
elders, came up to him. “Tell us by what authority you are doing these things,” they 
said. “Who gave you this authority?”

 He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: John’s baptism —was it from 
heaven, or of human origin?”

 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
ask, ‘Why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the 
people  will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a prophet.”
 So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.”
 Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”
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Matthew 21:23-27 (NIV)

 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and 
the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority  are you doing these 
things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things.
John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human 
origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are 
afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
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Mark 11:27-33 (NIV)

 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple 
courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. “By 
what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you 
authority to do this?”

 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of 
human origin? Tell me!”
 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 

ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ …” (They 
feared the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.)
 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”

10/05/2025 24



Narrative – Luke 20:1-8

• Jesus is at the Temple.
• He is teaching in the temple courts.
• He is proclaiming the good news.

• The chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders question his 
authority.

• Jesus asks their opinion about the origin of John’s baptism.
• The chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders decline to answer:

• If they say it’s from heaven, then they would need to acknowledge Jesus.
• If they say it’s from men, then the people might stone them.
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Observations / Background

• The leaders are not willing to genuinely engage with Jesus’ claims and 
identity.
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Lessons

• Jesus has a clear sense of his authority and calling.
• What implications does this have for your own life?
• What implications does this have for the life of your family and 

friends?
• What implications does this have for your community, your country, 

and the world?
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Luke 20:9-19 (NIV) 1 of 2

 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard,  rented it to 
some farmers and went away for a long time.  At harvest time he sent a servant to 
the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants 
beat him and sent him away empty-handed. He sent another servant, but that one 
also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. He sent still a 
third, and they wounded him and threw him out.
 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I 

love;  perhaps they will respect him.’
 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they 

said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’
So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?
He will come and kill those tenants  and give the vineyard to others.”
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Luke 20:9-19 (NIV) 2 of 2

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”
Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that 
which is written:
“ ‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’ ?
 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom 
it falls will be crushed.”
 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest 
him  immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against 
them. But they were afraid of the people.
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Matthew 21:33-46 (NIV) 1 of 2
 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted  a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower.  Then he rented the vineyard to 
some farmers and moved to another place.  When the harvest time approached, he sent his 
servants  to the tenants to collect his fruit.
 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.  Then 
he sent other servants  to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the 
same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.
 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.  Come, let’s 
kill him  and take his inheritance.’  So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him.
 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,”  they replied, “and he will rent the 
vineyard to other tenants,  who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”

10/05/2025 30



Matthew 21:33-46 (NIV) 2 of 2

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ?
 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you  and 

given to a people who will produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”  
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he 

was talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of 
the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.
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Mark 12:1-12 (NIV) 1 of 2

 Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard.  He 
put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he 
rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. At harvest time 
he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. But they seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Then 
he sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head and treated him 
shamefully. He sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; 
some of them they beat, others they killed.
 “He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all,  saying, 

‘They will respect my son.’
 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the 

inheritance will be ours.’ So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the 
vineyard.

 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants 
and give the vineyard to others.
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Mark 12:1-12 (NIV) 2 of 2

Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture:
“ ‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ?”
 Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked 
for a way to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the parable 
against them. But they were afraid of the crowd;  so they left him and 
went away.
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Narrative – Luke 20:9-19

• Jesus tells another parable.
• A man plants a vineyard and rents it to farmers and goes away.
• While he’s away, he sends servants on 3 occasions to collect some of the 

fruit.
• Each time, the tenants beat the servants and send them way empty-

handed.
• Finally, the owner sends his son whom the tenants kill in hope of taking 

over the vineyard.
• Jesus raises the issue of how the owner will respond to the actions of the 

tenants.
• He points out that the owner will kill the tenants and give the vineyard to 

others.
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Observations / Background

• The metaphor of the vineyard would evoke Isaiah 5 to Jesus’ listeners.

10/05/2025 35



Isaiah 5:1-7 (NIV) 1 of 3

I will sing for the one I love
a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
He dug it up and cleared it of stones
and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower  in it
and cut out a winepress  as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,
but it yielded only bad fruit.
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Isaiah 5:1-7 (NIV) 2 of 3

“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
What more could have been done for my vineyard
than I have done for it?
When I looked for good grapes,
why did it yield only bad?
Now I will tell you
what I am going to do to my vineyard:
I will take away its hedge,
and it will be destroyed;
I will break down its wall,
and it will be trampled.
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Isaiah 5:1-7 (NIV) 3 of 3

I will make it a wasteland,
neither pruned nor cultivated,
and briers and thorns  will grow there.
I will command the clouds
not to rain  on it.”
The vineyard  of the LORD Almighty
is the nation of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are the vines he delighted in.
And he looked for justice,  but saw bloodshed;
for righteousness,  but heard cries of distress.
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Observations / Background

• The metaphor of the vineyard would evoke Isaiah 5 to Jesus’ listeners.
• Israel is God’s vineyard but, by rejecting God’s Son, they bring 

judgment on themselves.
• Israel’s rejection of Jesus evokes Psalm 118 and Isaiah 8.
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Psalm 118:22-24 (NIV) 1 of 2

The stone  the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the LORD has done this,
and it is marvelous  in our eyes.
The LORD has done it this very day;
let us rejoice today and be glad.
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Isaiah 8:14-15 (NIV)

He will be a holy place;
for both Israel and Judah he will be
a stone  that causes people to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.
And for the people of Jerusalem he will be
a trap and a snare.
Many of them will stumble;
they will fall and be broken,
they will be snared and captured.”
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Lessons

• Jesus, once again, demonstrates a clear sense of his identity and 
calling.

• Jesus confronts the leaders with the implications of their rejection of 
him.

• What’s our relationship to the vineyard? Are we tenants or sons and 
daughters?

• Are we producing the fruit that the Lord expects from us?
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Q&A / Discussion
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Announcements

• Sunday Service (Communion) October 5, 2025
• Sunday Connection October 5, 2025 12n - 2pm
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (10/8) 7pm - 8:30pm  - via 

Zoom
• Sunday Service October 12, 2025
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (10/15) 7pm - 8:30pm  - via 

Zoom
• Sunday Service October 19, 2025
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (10/22) 7pm - 8:30pm - via 

Zoom
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Q&A / Discussion
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Benediction, Life Groups

Announcements
Benediction
Life Groups
Leave Service From Life Groups
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