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Praise the Lord!
Welcome to another Life Church sermon!

Welcome!

Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
The QR code (also available on our song sheets) links to our Visitor Landing Page.
Use it to access our notes, share your contact information, and access our giving 
page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We are finishing Luke 17.
We will have life group after the message.

Transition

Opening Material

 . . .

Thoughts

Review passage - Luke 1:1-4.
Review passage - Luke 4:14-21.
Review our passage - Luke 17:11-19.
Explore what Jesus is asking of us.
Transition to life group for further exploration.

In today’s message we will do the following:

Overview

Luke 1:1-4
 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled  among us, 
just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first  were eyewitnesses  and servants 

Welcome!

Opening Material

When Does It Happen?
Rocklyn Clarke Sr. - Sunday July 27, 2025
© 2025 Life Church Ministries, Inc.
http://www.LifeChurchBoston.org/
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of the word.  With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the 
beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account  for you, most excellent  Theophilus,  so that 
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

Setting the Stage
Key Previous Lessons.

Luke 4:14-21 (NIV) - The Lord’s Spirit Is Upon Me
 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside.  He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue,  as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 
to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor.

 He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind,

 to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   

 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.”

Embrace Jesus’ Mission

Are you “worded up”?

Eat his flesh; Drink his blood - John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17

Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?

The Gospel of Matthew in May (5/1 - 5/28)
The Gospel of Mark in June (6/1 - 6/16)
The Gospel of Luke in July (7/1 - 7/24)
The Gospel of John in August (8/1 - 8/21)

What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?

No Luke reading on July 26 (yesterday).
No Luke reading on July 27 (today).

For July this means:

Feed on the Life of Jesus
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No Luke reading on July 28 (tomorrow).
etc.

As you read, write down any questions you have.

Ask yourself the following questions:

Jesus explained his teaching to his disciples:
 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.  He did 
not say anything to them without using a parable.  But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 
explained everything. – Mark 4:33-34 (NIV)

Matthew 24:36-44
 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,  but 
only the Father.  As it was in the days of Noah,  so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in 
the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,  up to 
the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood 
came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  Two men 
will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.  Two women will be grinding with a hand 
mill; one will be taken and the other left. 
 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.  But 
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming,  he 
would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be 
ready,  because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

Parallel / Related Passages

Luke 17:20-37
 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,  Jesus replied, “The 
coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 
‘There it is,’  because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”  
 Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the 
Son of Man,  but you will not see it.  People will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running 
off after them.  For the Son of Man in his day  will be like the lightning,  which flashes and lights up the 
sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things  and be rejected  by this generation. 
 “Just as it was in the days of Noah,  so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People were 
eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the 
flood came and destroyed them all. 
 “It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting 
and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed 
them all. 
 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day no one who is on the 
housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go 
back for anything.  Remember Lot’s wife!  Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses 
their life will preserve it.  I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the 
other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.”  
 “Where, Lord?” they asked. 

He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.” 
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Pharisees ask Jesus when the Kingdom of God would come.
Jesus replies that it is not something that can be observed. It is in your midst.
Jesus tells his disciples about his return (as the Son of Man), but warns that he 
must first suffer and be rejected.

People were going about their normal activities up until the day Noah entered 
the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.
People were going about their normal activities, but the day Lot left Sodom 
fire and sulfur rained down and destroyed them all.

Jesus explains that it will be like the days of Noah or the days of Lot.

No one should go back for their possessions.
Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it. Whoever loses their life will preserve it.
Two will be in one bed. One will be taken and the other left.
Two will be grinding grain. One will be taken and the other left.

It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

Narrative - Luke 17:20-37

Bible Project: The Gospel of the Kingdom (00:04:50)
Kingdom of God - not externally visible. The Kingdom is in your midst.

Daniel 7:9-14
 “As I looked, 

“thrones were set in place,
and the Ancient of Days  took his seat. 

His clothing was as white as snow; 
the hair of his head was white like wool. 

His throne was flaming with fire,
and its wheels  were all ablaze.

A river of fire  was flowing,
coming out from before him. 

Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.

The court was seated,
and the books  were opened.

 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking.  I 
kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing 
fire.  (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a 
period of time.)
 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 

Son of Man - Like lightning.

The coming of the Kingdom of God and the coming of the Son of Man are distinct.
Observations / Background

The Coming of the Kingdom

https://bibleproject.com/videos/gospel-kingdom/
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coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led 
into his presence. He was given authority,  glory and sovereign power; all nations and 
peoples of every language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 
will not pass away, and his kingdom  is one that will never be destroyed. 
Daniel 7:26-28
 “ ‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed  
forever. Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms  under heaven will 
be handed over to the holy people  of the Most High.  His kingdom will be an everlasting  
kingdom, and all rulers will worship  and obey him.’
 “This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled  by my thoughts,  and 
my face turned pale,  but I kept the matter to myself.”
Bible Project: Son of Man (00:05:51)

Note the details of this parallel passage from a different discussion.
Jesus warns that no one knows the day or hour of his coming.

People were going about their normal activities up until the day Noah entered 
the ark. Then the flood came and took them all away.

Jesus explains that it will be like the days of Noah.

Two will be in one bed. One will be taken and the other left.
Two will be grinding grain. One will be taken and the other left.

It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

Related Passage - Matthew 24:36-44

Luke 17:20-37 - “the flood came and destroyed them all”
Matthew 24:36-44 - “The flood came and took them all away”

Note - comparison

destroyed / taken away
left behind

There are two destinies for the people who encounter this moment:

The Sack Of Jerusalem: The Destruction of a People - YouTube (00:05:41)
The Destruction of Jerusalem

The Kingdom of God does not arrive with outwardly visible signs. It was among 
them already. It’s still here!
The coming of the Son of Man will have outwardly visible signs. It was yet to come 
at the time Jesus spoke.
The coming of the Son of Man is the exaltation and vindication of Jesus to ascend 
and sit on his Father’s throne. This is completed with the destruction of the temple 
(and Jerusalem) in 70 AD.

Lessons

https://bibleproject.com/videos/son-of-man/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EePCIkW_vK4&list=PLJU9Dehl0qPTSWSUsW8SlMDvpGBKtUJP8&index=24
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Our job now (see Luke 24 and Acts 1), is to walk in the light of that victory and 
implement it by making disciples.

Icebreaker

Welcome (5 - 10 minutes)

Worship (optional for life group meetings during Sunday service)

What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?

What does this passage mean to you?

How will you apply this passage this coming week?

Word - Discussion Questions
For each question, spend 1 – 2 minutes in silence before you begin to respond.

Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a ”leader”?
What’s your plan for developing these skills?

What level are you at with these?

Explore the Harvest Skills in the Training Page “Big Blueprint” diagram.

Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.

Witness
How will we work together as a team to be "good news" to the people around us?

Life Group

https://lifechurchboston.org/activities/life-groups/icebreakers/


When Does It Happen?

Sunday July 27, 2025



Welcome!
Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
The QR code (also available on our song sheets) 
links to our Visitor Landing Page.
Use it to access our notes, share your contact 
information, and access our giving page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you 
deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We are finishing Luke 17.
We will have life group after the message.
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Thoughts

• . . .
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Overview

In today’s message we will do the following:
• Review passage - Luke 1:1-4.
• Review passage - Luke 4:14-21.
• Review our passage - Luke 17:20-37.
• Explore what Jesus is teaching us.
• Transition to life group for further exploration.
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Luke 1:1-4

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that 
have been fulfilled  among us, just as they were handed down 
to us by those who from the first  were eyewitnesses  and 
servants of the word.  With this in mind, since I myself have 
carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too 
decided to write an orderly account  for you, most 
excellent  Theophilus,  so that you may know the certainty of 
the things you have been taught.
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Embrace Jesus’ Mission: Luke 4:14-21
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside.  He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 
the synagogue,  as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
 because he has anointed me
 to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
 and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (1 of 2)

Are you “worded up”?
Eat his flesh; Drink his blood – John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17
Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?
What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?
• The Gospel of Matthew in May (5/1 - 5/28)
• The Gospel of Mark in June (6/1 – 6/16)
• The Gospel of Luke in July (7/1 – 7/24)
• The Gospel of John in August (8/1 – 8/21)
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Feed on the Life of Jesus (2 of 2)

For July this means:
• No Luke reading on July 26 (yesterday).
• No Luke reading on July 27 (today).
• No Luke reading on July 28 (tomorrow).
• etc.
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Luke 17:20-37 (NIV) 1 of 2

 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would 
come,  Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something 
that can be observed, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it 
is,’  because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
 Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see 
one of the days of the Son of Man,  but you will not see it.  People will tell 
you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after them.  For the 
Son of Man in his day  will be like the lightning,  which flashes and lights up 
the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things  and 
be rejected  by this generation.
 “Just as it was in the days of Noah,  so also will it be in the days of the Son 
of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage 
up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed 
them all.

07/27/2025 9



Luke 17:20-37 (NIV) 2 of 2

 “It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating and drinking, 
buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.
 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day 
no one who is on the housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to 
get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for 
anything.  Remember Lot’s wife!  Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, 
and whoever loses their life will preserve it.  I tell you, on that night two 
people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. Two women 
will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.” 
 “Where, Lord?” they asked.
He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.”
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Matthew 24:36-44 (NIV)

 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son,  but only the Father.  As it was in the days of Noah,  so it will be 
at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,  up to the day 
Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until 
the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man.  Two men will be in the field; one will be taken 
and the other left.  Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will 
be taken and the other left.
 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come.  But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
time of night the thief was coming,  he would have kept watch and would not 
have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready,  because the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
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Narrative

• Pharisees ask Jesus when the Kingdom of God would come.
• Jesus replied that it is not something that can be observed. It is in 

your midst.
• Jesus tells his disciples about his return (as the Son of Man) but warns 

that he must first suffer and be rejected.
• Jesus explains that it will be like the days of Noah or the days of Lot.

• People were going about their normal activities up until the day Noah entered 
the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.

• People were going about their normal activities, but the day Lot left Sodom 
fire and sulfur rained down and destroyed them all.
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Narrative (continued)

• It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.
• No one should go back for their possessions.
• Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it. Whoever loses their life will preserve 

it.
• Two will be in one bed. One will be taken and the other left.
• Two will be grinding grain. One will be taken and the other left.
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Observations

• The coming of the Kingdom of God and the coming of the Son of Man 
are distinct.

• Kingdom of God - not externally visible. The Kingdom is in your midst.
• Son of Man - Like lightning.

• Bible Project: The Gospel of the Kingdom
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The Gospel of the Kingdom
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Daniel 7:9-14 (NIV) 1 of 2

“As I looked,
“thrones were set in place,
and the Ancient of Days  took his seat.
His clothing was as white as snow;
the hair of his head was white like wool.
His throne was flaming with fire,
and its wheels  were all ablaze.
A river of fire  was flowing,
coming out from before him.
Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
The court was seated,
and the books  were opened.
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Daniel 7:9-14 (NIV) 1 of 2

 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn 
was speaking.  I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body 
destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire.  (The other beasts had 
been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of 
time.)

 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a 
son of man, coming  with the clouds of heaven.  He approached 
the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given 
authority,  glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every 
language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 
will not pass away, and his kingdom  is one that will never be 
destroyed.

07/27/2025 17



Daniel 7:26-28 (NIV)

 “ ‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and 
completely destroyed forever. Then the sovereignty, power and 
greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over 
to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an 
everlasting  kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’

 “This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled  by 
my thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to 
myself.”
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Son of Man
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Observations (continued)

• Matthew 24:36-44 is a parallel passage from a different discussion.
• Note the subtle  differences.
• Jesus warns that no one knows the day or hour of his coming.
• Jesus explains that it will be like the days of Noah.

• People were going about their normal activities up until the day Noah entered 
the ark. Then the flood came and took them all away.

• It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.
• Two will be in one bed. One will be taken and the other left.
• Two will be grinding grain. One will be taken and the other left.
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Observations (continued)

• Note - comparison
• Luke 17:20-37 - “the flood came and destroyed them all”
• Matthew 24:36-44 - “The flood came and took them all away”

• There are two destinies for the people who encounter this moment:
• destroyed / taken away
• left behind

• The Destruction of Jerusalem
• The Sack Of Jerusalem: The Destruction of a People - YouTube 

(00:05:41)

07/27/2025 21

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EePCIkW_vK4&list=PLJU9Dehl0qPTSWSUsW8SlMDvpGBKtUJP8&index=24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EePCIkW_vK4&list=PLJU9Dehl0qPTSWSUsW8SlMDvpGBKtUJP8&index=24


The Sack of Jerusalem
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Lessons

• The Kingdom of God does not arrive with outwardly visible signs. It 
was among them already. It’s still here!

• The coming of the Son of Man will have outwardly visible signs. It was 
yet to come at the time Jesus spoke.

• The coming of the Son of Man is the exaltation and vindication of 
Jesus to ascend and sit on his Father’s throne. This is completed with 
the destruction of the temple (and Jerusalem) in 70 AD.

• Our job now (see Luke 24 and Acts 1), is to walk in the light of that 
victory and implement it by making disciples.
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Life Groups

Word - Spend 1 – 2 minutes in silence before you begin each question.
• What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?
• What does this passage mean to you?
• How will you apply this passage this coming week?
Witness (How we work as a team to be "good news" to others)
• Explore the Harvest Skills in the Training Page “Big Blueprint” diagram.
• What level are you at with these?

• Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a ”leader”?
• What’s your plan for developing these skills?

• Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.
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Announcements

• Sunday Service July 27, 2025
• Following Jesus Class Fri (8/1) 5pm & 6pm - via Zoom
• Sunday Service (Communion) August 3, 2025
• Sunday Connection August 3, 2025 12pm - 2pm
• Following Jesus Class Fri (8/8) 5pm & 6pm - via Zoom
• Sunday Service August 10, 2025
• Following Jesus Class Fri (8/15) 5pm & 6pm - via Zoom
• Sunday Service August 17, 2025
• Following Jesus Class Fri (8/22) 5pm & 6pm - via Zoom

07/27/2025 26
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Life Groups

Word - Spend 1 – 2 minutes in silence before you begin each question.
• What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?
• What does this passage mean to you?
• How will you apply this passage this coming week?
Witness (How we work as a team to be "good news" to others)
• Explore the Harvest Skills in the Training Page “Big Blueprint” diagram.
• What level are you at with these?

• Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a ”leader”?
• What’s your plan for developing these skills?

• Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.
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Benediction, Life Groups

Announcements
Benediction
Life Groups
Leave Service From Life Groups
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