
Life Church Sermon For: 2025-05-18-Handout

Page 1 of 4

Praise the Lord!
Welcome to another Life Church sermon!

Welcome!

Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
The QR code (also available on our song sheets) links to our Visitor Landing Page.
Use it to access our notes, share your contact information, and access our giving 
page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We will return to Luke 15 next week.
We will have a time of reflection and discussion after the message.

Transition

Opening Material

 . . .

Thoughts

Briefly review some passages.
Pray
Reflect
Edify and encourage one another.

In today’s message we will do the following:

Overview

Luke 15:11-32 (NIV) - The Lost Son

1 Corinthians 14:26-33
 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters?  When you come together, each of you  has a 
hymn,  or a word of instruction,  a revelation, a tongue  or an interpretation.  Everything must be done 
so that the church may be built up.  If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should 
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speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep 
quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.
 Two or three prophets  should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said.  And if a 
revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. For you can all 
prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. The spirits of prophets are 
subject to the control of prophets.  For God is not a God of disorder  but of peace —as in all the 
congregations  of the Lord’s people. 

1 Corinthians 14:34-40

Psalm 116
  I love the LORD,  for he heard my voice;

he heard my cry  for mercy. 
Because he turned his ear  to me,

I will call on him as long as I live.
The cords of death  entangled me,

the anguish of the grave came over me;
I was overcome by distress and sorrow.

Then I called on the name  of the LORD:
“LORD, save me! ”

The LORD is gracious and righteous; 
our God is full of compassion. 

The LORD protects the unwary;
when I was brought low,  he saved me. 

Return to your rest,  my soul,
for the LORD has been good  to you.

For you, LORD, have delivered me  from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling,

that I may walk before the LORD 
in the land of the living. 

I trusted  in the LORD when I said,
“I am greatly afflicted”; 

in my alarm I said,
“Everyone is a liar.” 

What shall I return to the LORD
for all his goodness  to me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call on the name  of the LORD.

I will fulfill my vows  to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.

Precious in the sight  of the LORD
is the death of his faithful servants. 

Truly I am your servant, LORD; 
I serve you just as my mother did; 
you have freed me from my chains. 

I will sacrifice a thank offering  to you 
and call on the name of the LORD.

I will fulfill my vows  to the LORD
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in the presence of all his people,
in the courts  of the house of the LORD—

in your midst, Jerusalem. 

Praise the LORD.  

John 11:1-44 - Jesus Raises Lazarus
The Death of Lazarus

 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany,  the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha.  (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on 
the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.)  So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love  
is sick.”
 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory  so 
that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So 
when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
 “But Rabbi,”  they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you,  and yet you are 
going back?”
 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will 
not stumble, for they see by this world’s light.  It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for 
they have no light.”
 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend  Lazarus has fallen asleep;  but I am 
going there to wake him up.”
 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his death, 
but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
 Then Thomas  (also known as Didymus  ) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.”

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus

 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Now 
Bethany  was less than two miles  from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
comfort them in the loss of their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to 
meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I know 
that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection  at the last day.” 
 Jesus said to her, “I am  the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes  in me will live, even 
though they die; and whoever lives by believing  in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”
 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah,  the Son of God,  who is to come 
into the world.” 
 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher  is here,” 
she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Now 
Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  When the 
Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her,  noticed how quickly she got up and went 
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out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved  in spirit and troubled. 
“Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
 Jesus wept. 
 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man  have kept this man 
from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

 Jesus, once more deeply moved,  came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 
“Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 
been there four days.” 
 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe,  you will see the glory of God?” 
 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up  and said, “Father,  I thank you that you have 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here,  
that they may believe that you sent me.” 
 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen,  and a cloth around his face.  

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

Luke 4:14-21 (NIV) - The Lord’s Spirit Is Upon Me

Luke 6:46-49 (NIV) - The Wise and Foolish Builders

Luke 8:1-15 (NIV) - The Parable of the Sower

Hebrews 5:7-10 – Jesus learned obedience from what he suffered.

Philippians 1:1-6 - God will carry his work in you to completion.

Prayer

Reflections & Edification
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Welcome!
Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
The QR code (also available on our song sheets) 
links to our Visitor Landing Page.
Use it to access our notes, share your contact 
information, and access our giving page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you 
deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We will return to Luke 15 next week.
We will have a time of reflection and discussion 
after the message.
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Thoughts

• . . .
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Overview

In today’s message we will do the following:
• Briefly review some passages.
• Pray
• Reflect
• Edify and encourage one another.
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1 Corinthians 14:26-33 (NIV)

 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters?  When you come together, 
each of you  has a hymn,  or a word of instruction,  a revelation, a tongue  or 
an interpretation.  Everything must be done so that the church may be built 
up.  If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, 
one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the 
speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.

 Two or three prophets  should speak, and the others should weigh carefully 
what is said.  And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the 
first speaker should stop. For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone 
may be instructed and encouraged. The spirits of prophets are subject to the 
control of prophets.  For God is not a God of disorder  but of peace —as in all 
the congregations  of the Lord’s people.

05/18/2025 5



Psalm 116 (NIV) 1 of 3

I love the LORD,  for he heard my voice;
 he heard my cry  for mercy.
Because he turned his ear  to me,
 I will call on him as long as I live.
The cords of death  entangled me,
 the anguish of the grave came over me;
 I was overcome by distress and sorrow.
Then I called on the name  of the LORD:
 “LORD, save me! ”
The LORD is gracious and righteous;
 our God is full of compassion.
The LORD protects the unwary;
 when I was brought low,  he saved me.
Return to your rest,  my soul,
 for the LORD has been good  to you.
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Psalm 116 (NIV) 2 of 3

For you, LORD, have delivered me  from death,
 my eyes from tears,
 my feet from stumbling,
that I may walk before the LORD
 in the land of the living.
I trusted  in the LORD when I said,
 “I am greatly afflicted”;
in my alarm I said,
 “Everyone is a liar.”
What shall I return to the LORD
 for all his goodness  to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
 and call on the name  of the LORD.
I will fulfill my vows  to the LORD
 in the presence of all his people.
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Psalm 116 (NIV) 3 of 3

Precious in the sight  of the LORD
 is the death of his faithful servants.
Truly I am your servant, LORD;
 I serve you just as my mother did;
 you have freed me from my chains.
I will sacrifice a thank offering  to you
 and call on the name of the LORD.
I will fulfill my vows  to the LORD
 in the presence of all his people,
in the courts  of the house of the LORD—
 in your midst, Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD. 
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John 11:1-44 (NIV) 1 of 5

 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany,  the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha.  (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the 
same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.)  So 
the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love  is sick.”

 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for 
God’s glory  so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go 
back to Judea.”

 “But Rabbi,”  they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you,  and 
yet you are going back?”
 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in 

the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light.  It is when a person 
walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”
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John 11:1-44 (NIV) 2 of 5

 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend  Lazarus 
has fallen asleep;  but I am going there to wake him up.”

 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had 
been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural 
sleep.

 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

 Then Thomas  (also known as Didymus  ) said to the rest of the 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
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John 11:1-44 (NIV) 3 of 5
 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Now 
Bethany  was less than two miles  from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection  at the last day.”
 Jesus said to her, “I am  the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes  in me will 
live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing  in me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?”
 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah,  the Son of God,  who is to 
come into the world.”
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John 11:1-44 (NIV) 4 of 5
 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher  is here,” she 
said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus 
had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  When the Jews 
who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her,  noticed how quickly she got up and went out, 
they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved  in spirit and troubled.
“Where have you laid him?” he asked.
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
 Jesus wept.
 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man  have kept this man 
from dying?”
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John 11:1-44 (NIV) 5 of 5

Jesus, once more deeply moved,  came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 
stone laid across the entrance.
“Take away the stone,” he said.
 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time 
there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe,  you will see the 
glory of God?”
 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up  and said, “Father,  I 
thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this for the benefit of the people standing here,  that they may believe 
that you sent me.”
 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of 
linen,  and a cloth around his face. 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

05/18/2025 14



Other Passages To Consider

Luke 4:14-21 – The Lord’s Spirit is Upon Me
Luke 6:46-49 – The Wise and Foolish Builders
Luke 8:1-15 – The Parable of the Sower
Hebrews 5:7-10 – Jesus learned obedience from what he suffered.
Philippians 1:1-6 – God will carry his work in you to completion.
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Hebrews 5:7-10 (NIV)

 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers 
and petitions  with fervent cries and tears  to the one who could 
save him from death, and he was heard  because of his reverent 
submission.  Son though he was, he learned obedience from 
what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him and was 
designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
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Philippians 1:1-6 (NIV)

 Paul and Timothy,  servants of Christ Jesus,

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the 
overseers and deacons :

 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

 I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all 
of you, I always pray  with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day  until now, being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.
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Q&A / Discussion
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Announcements

• Sunday Service May 11, 2025
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (5/14) 7pm - 8:30pm - 

via Zoom
• Sunday Service May 18, 2025
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (5/21) 7pm - 8:30pm - 

via Zoom
• Sunday Service May 25, 2025
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (5/28) 7pm - 8:30pm - 

via Zoom
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Q&A / Discussion

05/18/2025 22



Benediction, Life Groups

Announcements
Benediction
Life Groups
Leave Service From Life Groups
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