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Praise the Lord!
Welcome to another Life Church sermon!

Welcome!

Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
The QR code links to our Visitor Landing Page.
Use it to access our notes, share your contact information, and access our giving 
page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We are continuing through Luke 8.
Life groups will meet after the message.

Transition

Opening Material

Are you “worded up”?
Eat his flesh; Drink his blood - John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17
Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?

The Gospel of John in August (8/1 - 8/21)
The Gospel of Matthew in September (9/1 - 9/28)
The Gospel of Mark in October (10/1 - 10/16)
The Gospel of Luke in November (11/1 - 11/24)

What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?

Read John 10 on August 10 (yesterday).
Read John 11 on August 11 (today).
Read John 12 on August 12 (tomorrow).

For August this means:

As you read, write down any questions you have.

What did this chapter teach me about how Jesus viewed himself, his mission, his 
relationship to God, and his relationship to others?

Ask yourself the following questions:

Feeding on the Life of Jesus

Luke 8: Jesus Calms the Storm
Rocklyn Clarke Sr. - Sunday August 11, 2024
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What would I like to better understand about this chapter?
What did I find challenging about this chapter?
What did I learn as I tried to apply this chapter to my life?
Would an outsider who read this chapter recognize that I was trying to apply it to my 
life?

Did you grow up in church without getting your questions answered?
Did you grow up apart from church wondering what all the fuss was about?
Either way, don’t be afraid to start from scratch or start over from scratch with 
someone who can walk you through the Bible so that you can understand God’s 
Kingdom.
Read and listen to God’s Word in community!

Jesus explained his teaching to his disciples:
 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.  He did 
not say anything to them without using a parable.  But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 
explained everything. – Mark 4:33-34 (NIV)

Storms and Health Challenges

Thoughts

Jesus’ Kingdom announcement in Luke 4 describes his mission for the rest of the 
Gospel of Luke.
Jesus proceeds to choose disciples, teach how the Kingdom works, and demonstrate 
the Kingdom with miracles, signs, and wonders.
The Parable of the Soils, describes how God advances the Kingdom.
Jesus wakes up and calms a storm that arises while he and the disciples are crossing 
the Sea of Galilee.
Believers need to respond to the storms in their lives.
Believers also need to respond to the storms in the lives of the unchurched people they 
know.

Overview

Luke 4:14-21 (NIV) - The Lord’s Spirit Is Upon Me
 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole 
countryside.  He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue,  as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 
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Jesus returns to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.
Jesus teaches in their synagogues, everyone praises him, news spreads.

He reads the Jubilee passage from Isaiah 61 and announces that it is now fulfilled.
The people are amazed at the gracious words (words of grace) he is speaking. They 
cannot reconcile his present ministry with his previous identity - Jesus from around 
the way.

Jesus attends Synagogue on the Sabbath 

This is the foundation for the rest of this gospel and thus for today’s passage!

to proclaim good news to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind,
 to set the oppressed free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   

 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”

Luke 8:1-15 (NIV) - The Parable of the Soils

Luke 8:16-18 (NIV) - A Lamp on a Stand

Luke 8:19-21 (NIV) - Jesus’ Mother and Brothers

Build team relationships.
Build godly habits. Turn those habits into skills. Be effective in ministry.

Produce disciples by persevering:
Don’t let the wrong priorities keep you from reproducing disciples. - Parable of the Soils

Listen carefully so that you can do something with what you hear.
Lessons - Lamp on a Stand

Put God’s Word into practice.
Lessons - Jesus’ Mother and Brothers

Lessons from last week.

Luke 8:22-25 (NIV) - Jesus Calms the Storm
 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a 
boat and set out. As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was 
being swamped, and they were in great danger.

 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master,  we’re going to drown!”

He got up and rebuked  the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 
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Matthew 8:23-27 (NIV) Jesus Calms the Storm
 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on 
the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and 
woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”

 He replied, “You of little faith,  why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds 
and the waves, and it was completely calm. 

 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves 
obey him!” 
Mark 4:35-41 (NIV) Jesus Calms the Storm
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving 
the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat.  There were also other boats 
with him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly 
swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down 
and it was completely calm.

 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 

 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey 
him!”
Job 38:1-11 (NIV) God and the Storm
 Then the LORD spoke to Job  out of the storm.  He said:

  “Who is this that obscures my plans 
with words without knowledge? 

Brace yourself like a man;
I will question you,
and you shall answer me. 

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? 
Tell me, if you understand. 

Who marked off its dimensions?  Surely you know!
Who stretched a measuring line  across it?

On what were its footings set, 
or who laid its cornerstone —

while the morning stars  sang together 
and all the angels    shouted for joy? 

“Who shut up the sea behind doors 
when it burst forth from the womb, 

Parallel / Related Passages

“Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.

 In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and 
the water, and they obey him.” 



Life Church Sermon For: 2024-08-11-Handout

Page 5 of 7

when I made the clouds its garment 
and wrapped it in thick darkness, 

when I fixed limits for it 
and set its doors and bars in place, 

when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; 
here is where your proud waves halt’?  

Jesus initiates the trip across the lake.
Jesus falls asleep in the boat.
A squall comes down that threatens to swamp the boat.
The disciples wake Jesus and tell him they’re in danger.
Jesus rebukes the wind and the waters.
The storm ends and he asks the disciples “Where is your faith?”
The disciples ask one another who Jesus is that he operates with such authority.

Narrative

As a full human, Jesus needed rest. He was sleeping deeply.
Storms often spring up unexpectedly.
The disciples apparently tried initially to manage things without waking Jesus.

They wake Jesus.
They tell him that they are perishing.

The disciples’ reaction has two components:

Jesus is disappointed by the disciples’ lack of faith.
Based on the disciples’ reaction at the end of the story, this is apparently the first 
time they’ve seen Jesus do this.

Observations

Jesus is the focus of God’s activity on earth.
Being fully human, Jesus needed rest. He was sleeping deeply.
Storms often spring up unexpectedly at times when God seems to be “sleeping”.

The disciples had no past basis for expecting Jesus to rebuke the storm.
The disciples certainly had no reason to believe that he would have expected 
them to do so.
Jesus was probably not disappointed that they woke him up.
He must have been disappointed by their conclusion that they were perishing.

Why was Jesus disappointed?

Jesus demonstrates divine authority over the wind and the waves. - Job 38:1-11

Lessons

Jesus Calms the Storm
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Most of the signs and wonders which we read about in the Gospels and Acts 
and to which we sometimes aspire happen in the context of apostolic ministry.
Most of us are not apostles!
The setting in which most believers can expect to operate in faith, healing, and 
miracles is the coming together of small gatherings of believers as describes in 
1 Corinthians 12 - 14.

Should we be rebuking storms and waves? Does Jesus expect us to operate this 
way?

Don’t come to him in fear that we will be destroyed.
Come to him in faith that he can and will handle it.
Even if we are afraid however, we should still come to him!

When storms arise in our own lives we should run to Jesus.

How will we respond?
Storms also arise in the lives of other Christians we know.

Storms also arise in the lives of unchurched people we know. How will we 
respond?

Pre-trust
Trust
Curiosity
Open to Change
Seeking

they are likely at one of five thresholds:

How would you respond to someone else’s storm based on what threshold they 
were at?

How should we deal with storms?

Sam Chand: The 4 Levels of People You Need to Understand – YouTube (00:03:18)

Video

Big Blueprint

Wanderer
Follower
Achiever
Leader

What level are you at?

Training

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5XFd1bxPpI&list=PL4b0YOM-22KPeQDJFI04NJG6S1P3SD3QK&index=125
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Icebreaker

Welcome (5 - 10 minutes)

Worship (optional for life group meetings during Sunday service)

What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?
What does this passage mean to you?
How will you apply this passage this coming week?

Word - Discussion Questions
For each question, spend 1 – 2 minutes in silence before you begin to respond.

Review the “Big Blueprint” diagram. Do you have any questions?
Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a ”leader”?
Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.

Witness
How will we work together as a team to be "good news" to the people around us?

Life Group

https://lifechurchboston.org/activities/life-groups/icebreakers/
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Welcome to another Sunday at Life Church.
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Use it to access our notes, share your contact 
information, and access our giving page.
Questions? If you took the time to visit us, you 
deserve to get answers!
Email: Questions@LifeChurchBoston.ORG
We are continuing through Luke 8.
Life groups will meet after the message.
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Feeding on the Life of Jesus (1 of 2)

Are you “worded up”?
Eat his flesh; Drink his blood – John 6:53-59; 2 Samuel 23:13-17
Does the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16 - KJV)?
What if you read a Gospel every month - a chapter a day?
• The Gospel of John in August (8/1 – 8/21)
• The Gospel of Matthew in September (9/1 - 9/28)
• The Gospel of Mark in October (10/1 – 10/16)
• The Gospel of Luke in November (11/1 – 11/24)
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Feeding on the Life of Jesus (2 of 2)

For August this means:
• Read John 10 on August 10 (yesterday).
• Read John 11 on August 11 (today).
• Read John 12 on August 12 (tomorrow).
• etc.
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Thoughts

Storms and Health Challenges
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Overview

• Jesus’ Kingdom announcement in Luke 4 describes his mission for the 
rest of the Gospel of Luke.

• Jesus proceeds to choose disciples, teach how the Kingdom works, 
and demonstrate the Kingdom with miracles, signs, and wonders.

• The Parable of the Soils, describes how God advances the Kingdom.
• Jesus wakes up and calms a storm that arises while he and the 

disciples are crossing the Sea of Galilee.
• Believers need to respond to the storms in their lives.
• Believers also need to respond to the storms in the lives of the 

unchurched people they know.
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Luke 4:14-21 NIV
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside.  He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 
the synagogue,  as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
 because he has anointed me
 to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
 and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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The Lord’s Spirit Is Upon Me

• Jesus returns to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.
• Jesus teaches in their synagogues, everyone praises him, news 

spreads.
• Jesus attends Synagogue on the Sabbath

• He reads the Jubilee passage from Isaiah 61 and announces that it is now 
fulfilled.

• The people are amazed at the gracious words (words of grace) he is speaking. 
They cannot reconcile his present ministry with his previous identity - Jesus 
from around the way.

• This is the foundation for the rest of this gospel and thus for today’s 
passage!
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Luke 8:1-15 NIV) – The Soils (1 of 4)

After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to 
another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  The 
Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene)  from 
whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, 
the manager of Herod’s  household; Susanna; and many others. 
These women were helping to support them out of their own 
means.
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Luke 8:1-15 NIV – The Soils (2 of 4 ) 

While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to 
Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: “A farmer went 
out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. Some 
fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered 
because they had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up with it and choked the plants.Still other seed fell 
on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times 
more than was sown.”

08/11/2024 13



Luke 8:1-15 NIV The Soils (3 of 4)

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let 
them hear.”

His disciples asked him what this parable meant.He said, “The 
knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given 
to you,  but to others I speak in parables, so that,

“ ‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not 
understand.’ 

08/11/2024 14



Luke 8:1-15 NIV The Soils (4 of 4)

“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 
Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may 
not believe and be saved.
Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy 
when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but 
in the time of testing they fall away.
The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as 
they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches  and 
pleasures, and they do not mature.
But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good 
heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.
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Lessons From Last Week

Parable of the Soils
• Don’t let the wrong priorities keep you from reproducing disciples. -
• Produce disciples by persevering:

• Build team relationships.
• Build godly habits. Turn those habits into skills. Be effective in ministry.

Lamp on a Stand
• Listen carefully so that you can do something with what you hear.
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
• Put God’s Word into practice.

08/11/2024 16



Luke 8:22-25 Jesus Calms the Storm

One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side 
of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. As they sailed, he fell 
asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being 
swamped, and they were in great danger.
The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master,  we’re 
going to drown!”
He got up and rebuked  the wind and the raging waters; the storm 
subsided, and all was calm. “Where is your faith?” he asked his 
disciples.
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He 
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” 
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Matthew 8:23-27 Jesus Calms the Storm

Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 
Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves 
swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went 
and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”

He replied, “You of little faith,  why are you so afraid?” Then he 
got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was 
completely calm.

The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? 
Even the winds and the waves obey him!” 
08/11/2024 18



Mark 4:35-41 Jesus Calms the Storm

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the 
other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, 
in the boat.  There were also other boats with him. A furious squall came up, 
and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus 
was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to 
him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then 
the wind died down and it was completely calm.

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and 
the waves obey him!”
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Job 38:1-11 (NIV) 1 of 2

Then the LORD spoke to Job  out of the storm.  He said:

 “Who is this that obscures my plans 
 with words without knowledge? 
Brace yourself like a man;
 I will question you,
 and you shall answer me. 
“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? 
 Tell me, if you understand. 
Who marked off its dimensions?  Surely you know!
 Who stretched a measuring line  across it?
08/11/2024 20



Job 38:1-11 (NIV) 2 of 2

On what were its footings set, 
 or who laid its cornerstone —
while the morning stars sang together 
 and all the angels shouted for joy? 
“Who shut up the sea behind doors 
 when it burst forth from the womb, 
when I made the clouds its garment 
 and wrapped it in thick darkness, 
when I fixed limits for it 
 and set its doors and bars in place, 
when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; 
 here is where your proud waves halt’? 

08/11/2024 21



Jesus Calms the Storm 1 of 6

Narrative
• Jesus initiates the trip across the lake.
• Jesus falls asleep in the boat.
• A squall comes down that threatens to swamp the boat.
• The disciples wake Jesus and tell him they’re in danger.
• Jesus rebukes the wind and the waters.
• The storm ends and he asks the disciples “Where is your faith?”
• The disciples ask one another who Jesus is that he operates with such 

authority.
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Jesus Calms the Storm 2 of 6

Observations
• Being fully human, Jesus needed rest. He was sleeping deeply.
• Storms often spring up unexpectedly.
• The disciples apparently tried initially to manage things without waking 

Jesus.
• The disciples’ reaction has two components:

• They wake Jesus.
• They tell him that they are perishing.

• Jesus is disappointed by the disciples’ lack of faith.
• Based on the disciples’ reaction at the end of the story, this is apparently 

the first time they’ve seen Jesus do this.
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Jesus Calms the Storm 3 of 6

• Jesus is the focus of God’s activity on earth.
• Being fully human, Jesus needed rest. He was sleeping deeply.
• Storms often spring up unexpectedly at times when God seems to be 

“sleeping”.
• Why was Jesus disappointed?

• The disciples had no past basis for expecting Jesus to rebuke the storm.
• The disciples certainly had no reason to believe that he would have expected them 

to do so.
• Jesus was probably not disappointed that they woke him up.
• He must have been disappointed by their conclusion that they were perishing.

• Jesus demonstrates divine authority over the wind and the waves. - Job 
38:1-11
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Jesus Calms the Storm 4 of 6

• Should we be rebuking storms and waves? Does Jesus expect us to 
operate this way?

• Most of the signs and wonders which we read about in the Gospels 
and Acts and to which we sometimes aspire happen in the context of 
apostolic ministry.

• Most of us are not apostles!
• The setting in which most believers can expect to operate in faith, 

healing, and miracles is the coming together of small gatherings of 
believers as describes in 1 Corinthians 12 - 14.
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Jesus Calms the Storm 5 of 6

How should we deal with storms?
• When storms arise in our own lives we should run to Jesus.

• We don’t need to be afraid that we will be destroyed.
• Come to him in faith that he can and will handle it.
• Even when we are afraid however, we should still come to him!

• Storms also arise in the lives of other Christians we know.
• How will we respond?
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Jesus Calms the Storm 6 of 6

How should we deal with storms? (continued)
Storms also arise in the lives of non-Christians we know
• They are likely at one of five thresholds:

• Pre-trust
• Trust
• Curiosity
• Open to Change
• Seeking

• How would you respond to someone else’s storm based on what 
threshold they were at?
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Four Levels Of People

1. Wanderers
2. Followers
3. Achievers
4. Leaders
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Training

Big Blueprint
What level are you at?
• Wanderer
• Follower
• Achiever
• Leader
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Life Groups

Word - Spend 1 – 2 minutes in silence before you begin each question.
• What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?
• What does this passage mean to you?
• How will you apply this passage this coming week?
Witness (How we work as a team to be "good news" to others)
• Review the “Big Blueprint” diagram. Do you have any questions?
• Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a ”leader”?
• Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.
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Announcements

• Sunday Service August 11, 2024
• Sunday Service August 18, 2024
• Sunday Service August 25, 2024
• Sunday Service (Communion) September 1, 2024
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (9/4) 7pm - 8:30pm  - via Zoom
• Sunday Service September 8, 2024
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (9/11) 7pm - 8:30pm - via Zoom
• Sunday Service September 15, 2024
• Men’s Bible Study Wed (9/18) 7pm - 8:30pm  - via Zoom
• Sunday Service September 22, 2024

08/11/2024 32

Visitor Page



Life Groups

Word - Spend 1 – 2 minutes in silence before you begin each question.
• What did this passage mean to the people who first received it?
• What does this passage mean to you?
• How will you apply this passage this coming week?
Witness (How we work as a team to be "good news" to others)
• Review the “Big Blueprint” diagram. Do you have any questions?
• Are you a “wanderer”, “follower”, “achiever”, or a ”leader”?
• Pray for the unchurched people you’ve been identifying.
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