
Riding God’s 
Wave to 
Freedom!
Acts 12



Happy Advent 
Everyone!!!
Here is a note on not “keeping 
Christ in Christmas) 
https://theologycurator.com/2-
reasons-christmas/

1. Jesus came humbly

2. It is for the Church How are 
we putting Christ in our lives, 
not gifts under our trees.

https://theologycurator.com/2-reasons-christmas/


This week we 
are starting 
ACTS 12
https://forms.gle/7rhp2okU7Mtz
XPjh9 (Will put into the Chat) 

We ARE going to break up into small groups 
and try an escape room in 2 teams to see 
how to think about Peter in a different way.

https://forms.gle/7rhp2okU7MtzXPjh9


Acts 12 is Primarily 2 Stories 
• Peter’s Deliverance from Prison

• Q.  Why didn’t God deliver James?
• Q.  Why did the Jews hope Peter would die?
• Q.  Why did they leave him hanging outside? 

• Herod’s Pride
• Q. How was This Herod Related to the one that remade the 

Temple?
• Q. How do you get to the King?  Through someone he trusts-

Blastus.
• Q. Why did Tyre and Sidon, give into a prideful King?
• Q. Why did God kill Herod?  His father killed thousands of babies, 

and didn’t die… He simply didn’t give praise to God and dies…



The Tale of the Herods



What is man that thou art mindful of him?

• Sense our World (input) 

• Think about what we sense 
and make choices 
(programming) 

• Act on those Choices 
(output)

• What is A robot?…  They 
are becoming more in our 
image…The definition is 
important because it helps 
us to know who we are, 
and how we are messed 
up. 



We are not Robots, but they are made 
in our image, as we are made in God.

• Sin impacts and corrupts our senses and 
inputs.  Be careful of echo chambers that are 
not Kingdom centered. Romans 1:18-21

• Sin impacts our thinking, it corrupts our code, 
our programming and our choices.  We need 
to be debugged.  Understand that the bad 
guy rarely thinks they are doing bad things!  
The Herods knew the Jewish laws and 
disregarded them… Mark 9:35 ( Jesus came 
to reprogram us- Last shall be first)) 

• Sin impacts our outputs so we don’t do the 
things we want to do (Romans 7:14-20ff)

Think

Sense

Act



What does it mean to be a Christian? 
To be a Disciple?
1. Sense God’s Kingdom in Jesus
2. Make a Choice to be a part of it
3. Act on that Choice…   

You are not even a Robot if you Can’t Choose or 
act on the choices you have…  As God’s image 
bearers we are made to make those choices…



What is A Robot?

Are We programmed to be 
stubborn?

• https://www.wired.com/video/
watch/hardwired-so-what-is-a-
robot-really

Are we able to change 
based on what our Maker 
wants?

https://www.wired.com/video/watch/hardwired-so-what-is-a-robot-really


Peter is an imperfect image bearer who 
decided to Follow His master

Herod is an imperfect image bearer 
who decided to BE his  own master

Who are we?
What things are our Inputs- How are those inputs impacting our 

thoughts?  How are those thoughts impacting our actions?  Who are we 
following?



Question for 
Today in Groups 
if time or as 
homework

•Peter’s Deliverance 
from Prison
•Q.  Why didn’t God 
deliver James?
•Q.  Why did the 
Jews hope Peter 
would die?
•Q.  Why did  the 
saints  leave him 
hanging outside? 

Thing to Ponder- People who are not Christians 
or Christ focused have 

1. a different set of inputs, and 

2. a different way of Thinking or looking at the 
World.  

3. Act Accordingly.

Our Job is to allow Christ to set them free by 
giving them input of what God looks like… 
Once they have that, we can encourage them 
to choose and act on God’s Kingdom.



Christmas as a 
Case Study of 
Robotics at 
Work…

• Inputs- Gifts, Lights, Consumerism, 
love by gifts not sacrifice.

• Thoughts- It’s the most wonderful 
time (or depressing time) of the 
year.  Money fixes things. 
Traditions are healthy.

• Actions-Going into debt, giving lip 
service to Christ (cultural 
Christianity), Family Centered 
activities (not Christ centered), 
etc.

Christmas, Weddings, and 
other crazy traditions we often 
forget where they come from.

Remember Junk in = Junk Out..   



Herod 
Agrippa’s Sin • He was a slave to the “Nazi’s” 

(Satan and his forces- The 
occupiers of God’s World)

• The fruit of that slavery is sensing 
things on Satan’s terms

• Being programmed to be prideful, 
self centered, not loving etc.

• Acting on that Selfishness brings a 
lack of focus on God’s kingdom 
but our own..

• YOU make Disciples (good or 
bad)- Your children, Other 
nations, etc. Tyre Sidon… 

Acts 12: 19 When Herod went from Judea to 
Caesarea and stayed there. 20 He had been 
quarreling with the people of Tyre and 
Sidon; they now joined together and sought 
an audience with him. After securing the 
support of Blastus, a trusted personal 
servant of the king, they asked for peace, 
because they depended on the king’s 
country for their food supply.
21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his 
royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered 
a public address to the people. 22 They 
shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a 
man.” 23 Immediately, because Herod did 
not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord 
struck him down, and he was eaten by 
worms and died.



Titus Kaphar’s
Freedom

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_GmoWXl1uOA

• He is free despite doing poorly in 
High school, He is free to fulfill a 
purpose his gifts and for Freeing 
others. 

• The fruit of that Freedom is sensing 
things on God’s kingdom terms

• Being programmed to be loving, 
Humble, Sacrificial, etc.

• Acting on that Selflessness brings a 
focus on God’s kingdom not our 
own..

• YOU also Make Disciples…  
Nexthaven…  

Here is a Relevant artist who is 
very humble… but Relevant and 
shares his voice to serve others.. 

https://artandtheology.org/tag/
titus-kaphar/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GmoWXl1uOA
https://artandtheology.org/tag/titus-kaphar/


Changing our 
Programming…

• What Can Get you to Change your programming?  

• Little Johnny’s mother had been noticing that his math grades 
had been steadily declining. She decided to have a chat with 
Johnny about his disinterest in math, being more responsible 
with his studies, and the importance of bringing his grade up.

• The next quarter ended- Johnny’s report card came out, and his 
math grade was still low. So Johnny’s mother decided to call his 
math teacher in an attempt to get to the root of the problem. 
Little Johnny’s mother was hopeful that Johnny’s math grade 
would finally improve. But to her dismay, his grade had still not 
improved on his next report card.

• In an act of desperation, little Johnny’s mother decided to 
transfer him to the local Catholic school. Immediately, she 
noticed that when Johnny came home from school, he wouldn’t 
say a word, but would go straight to the table and begin doing his 
math homework. Johnny’s mother was very pleased with this 
sudden change; and over the course of the next few weeks, it 
seemed little Johnny’s math issue had finally been resolved. Once 
again, Johnny’s report card came; but this time he got an “A” in 
math.

• Johnny’s mother was overjoyed- yet a little perplexed. She asked 
him, “What do they do so differently at the Catholic school that 
finally persuaded you to change your attitude and bring up your 
math grade?”

• Little Johnny replied, “On the first day of math class, when I 
looked up and saw that guy hanging from the giant plus sign 
above the chalkboard, I knew they weren’t messing around.”


