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Acts 8 Summary
• I. Church Persecuted and Scattered… You will 

be my witnesses from Judea to Samaria to the 
uttermost parts of the world… Remember your 
old Testament Bible study… Reverse order 
redemption… vs 1-3

• II. Philip has success in Samaria… Pre 
gentiles…Acts 8: 4-13

• III. Pride still a big issue, oh but the implications 
for today’s medicine oil salesmen! (Simon) Acts 
8:14-24

• IV. Philip sent to the uttermost parts… An 
Ethiopian Eunuch.  Acts 8:25-40



The Saints are persecuted… 
God uses this, and his People Boldly go… 

• Questions from Acts 8 I have for Next week… Some people will have 
to present: A pair can claim a Question… If we have time we can 
start in breakout rooms. 

Questions: Who (pair) will share:
1. How did God use Persecution for the kingdom? Carl &Valencia

2. Why did Peter and John have to go to Samaria 
from Jerusalem?

Donald & Suzanne

3. Why did Peter rebuke Simon? Andrew & Yvonne
4. Is there Teleportation in the Bible? David & Micah
5. The Ethiopian eunuch had an incomplete 
knowledge of God.  What made it complete? 

Gayle & Crystal & Bill & Bill

Bonus: For all: Stephen’s Sermon Caused the 
Church to be persecuted.  Why would God allow 
that to happen? 

Whosoever will. 



Acts 8:1-3
• 8 Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to 

death.
• And on that day a great persecution [a]began against the 

church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. 2 Some devout men buried Stephen, and made 
loud lamentation over him. 3 But Saul began ravaging the 
church, entering house after house, and dragging off 
men and women, he would put them in prison.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8&version=NASB


Acts 8 Implications
• What is our 5 year mission? 
• Where is God sending us?
• Who is he sending us?  Enemies like Saul?  See 

how God turned that out.. 
• What persecution/other challenges, cause us to 

move on?  How can God use such a “defeat” for 
His good?

• How does the church get money and the Spirit 
wrong today? 



I. WEEK 1-Church Persecuted and 
Scattered… 

• I. You will be my witnesses from Judea to Samaria 
to the uttermost parts of the world… (Acts 1:8) 
Remember your old Testament … Reverse order 
redemption… Sent to Whole world (Adam and 
Eve) and Adam and Eve fall, then to Israel ( 
Samaria and Judea), Samaria falls, then Judah 
falls… Go to Judea- New name of Judah, Samaria 
and the uttermost parts of the Earth.  



Peace is not the absence of discord, but 
knowing who your enemy is! (Paul as an 
example).

• PEACE- We are to pray for Peace… Persecution 
is NOT peace (it is warlike), but we still have peace 
because we know who our Enemy is…  It is Not 
Trump, Saul, Racists, Anti-Science people.  Our 
Enemy is NOT flesh and blood… Therefore we are 
at peace with ALL!





Reset what it means: Peace vs Tribalism.
Living in Peace does not mean that we are not fighting, it 
means that the war is over. When wars end, there tend 
to still be skirmishes with people who don't know the 
war is ended, or who can't accept their side lost. Peace 
means the war is over legally-officially, not the 
fighting. When the civil war ended, we were no longer 
enemies but now back on the same side, the same 
team. The Bible is clear that our war is not with other 
people but against principalities and wickedness in high 
places (Eph. 6:12 ).



Jesus and Stephen…
Jesus and Stephen knew that when they said Father forgive them 
for the people killing them at the time. Jesus was signing the 
peace treaty between man and God through his blood, Stephen 
was reflecting Jesus and fighting one of the skirmishes once the 
war was over... The Jews just didn't know it yet. For Blacks in the 
US, Juneteenth (when Texas Slaves found out about their 
Freedom) happened over a year and a half after the emancipation 
proclamation. Slaves were free, they just didn't know it yet, and 
those holding them were not accepting that truth until after the 
south actually lost the war, and in the hearts of some, not for a 
long time after that.



External vs Internal Peace
• External Peace is a fact of signed treaties, Internal peace is 

enacted when we internalize what that external peace actually 
means, and act accordingly. It may mean fighting against 
those who don't know the war is over yet, not that they die, 
but hopefully that they repent and see that there is only one 
Group- Image bearers of God . There are different teams and 
kingdoms, and we get to choose to be on God's Team with 
Jesus as our captain or not. We should not be at war with each 
other but because of tribalism often we do keep fighting. The 
losers of a war must accept the terms of the peace on the 
winner's terms. Jesus fought for us, and won externally- We 
have to accept those terms if we truly want peace internally.



II. WEEK 2. Philip has success in Samaria…
Acts 8(NASB) 4 Therefore, those who had been scattered 
went about [b]preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to 
the city of Samaria and began proclaiming [c]Christ to 
them. 6 The crowds with one accord were giving attention 
to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw 
the [d]signs which he was performing. 7 For in the case 
of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of 
them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had 
been paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there 
was much rejoicing in that city.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8&version=NASB
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We want Free… Our Identity
If our war is over we should be free…  but Free to do 
what?  They were not “free” to live where they wanted 
without persecution- so they left- Freely and served 
others…
For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do 
not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another.
Galatians 5:13



Identity is Key!
• You see I am a Star Trek Fan. I recently watched Star Trek 

Continued… A High quality fan fiction of the original series 
with big stars and Fairly good writing!  They did a 
continuation of a previous episode called Mirror Mirror.  It 
was called who is the Fairest… where mirror Spock was 
encouraged to logically look at the Evil Teran Empire and 
see why and how to take it down.  Our Captain did not 
approach Spock on his own terms but the logic of Spock.  
Our Identity  is key, and seeing how God Values the 
Identities of others is also Key. The Samaritans were like 
liberals to conservatives or conservatives to Liberals… or 
just others that we generally don’t agree with.. But that didn’t 
matter to God, and He sent Philip to them…



Acts 8: 4-8 ( In Samaria)
Philip in Samaria (NASB) 
4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went 
about [b]preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city 
of Samaria and began proclaiming [c]Christ to them. 6 The 
crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was 
said by Philip, as they heard and saw the [d]signs which he 
was performing. 7 For in the case of many who had unclean 
spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud 
voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were 
healed. 8 So there was much rejoicing in that city.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8&version=NASB
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What are the signs of Spiritual Peace?
• Giving attention to what was said by Philip (the WORD),

– Juneteenth- People Hearing the war was over and they were 
free!  Adding Free to their Identity… not an easy feat externally 
or internally. If you only saw yourself as forsaken, templeless, a 
slave- how to you adjust to being Free?

• Signs which he was performing.
– many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them

• Vanquishing the Real Enemies!
– many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed.

• Physical Healing paralleling the Spiritual healing
• Much rejoicing in that city.



Let’s hear from our Teams… 



III. Week 3-Taking down the Klingon’s 
of Pride

• III. Pride still a big issue, oh but the implications 
for today’s medicine oil salesmen! (Simon)

• Notice Nehemiah and Daniel’s Prayers- father 
forgive us…we have sinned- not those other 
knuckleheads…  They were humble and saw us 
not us and them.  That identity allows us to 
intercede for those around us, not just blame them 
and curse them.  Harriet’s prayer was to change 
her master first, if he can’t change then take him.



Meet the New boss, Same as the old 
Statue!
• Idolatry can be seen in what we value… We make 

statues of what we value…  But even when they are 
torn down, we can replace them other idols….  
Simon tore down his initial pride and got baptized, 
but he replaced that idol with another…  We can 
replace God with Left and Right ideologies, when 
God is calling us to the complex middle where He 
has to Guide us!



IV. Week 4-Philip sent to the uttermost 
parts… An Ethiopian Eunuch. 


