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We must use the right backstory!
Remember the Good News: Matthew 4; Mark 1:14-15

When will the Temple be destroyed?
What will be the sign of Jesus’ coming (Gk. parousia / parousia)?
What will be the sign of the end of the age?

In response to Jesus’ prediction of the destruction of the Temple, the 
disciples ask three things:

“End of the Age”

The word “parousia” (translated “coming”) is often used to refer to 
appearances by rulers.
It is characterized by the subject population coming out to meet the 
ruler in order to escort him/her back into their city.
Examples of this behavior include: 2 Samuel  19:8b-43; Acts 28:11-16

Jesus’ “coming” (Gk. parousia / parousia)

The Temple

God creates a very good world with humans as his representatives in 
it.
Humans rebel, plunging the world into inevitable, eventual frustration 
and evil.
God launches a plan to reclaim our broken world by calling Abraham 
(Abram) as someone through whom all nations would be blessed. 
Israel becomes the descendants of Abraham, the heirs of this promise, 
and the focus of God’s redemptive plan.
Israel repeatedly rebels and is ultimately exiled. Although God 
eventually returned them to the promised land, they never regain full 
sovereignty.
Based on promises from Deuteronomy 30 and other passages, Israel 
longs for the re-establishment of God’s reign (i.e. The Kingdom of God) 
through the King (i.e. the “Christ” or “Messiah”). They expect him to 

Big Picture:

Before we can go further, we need to unpack each of these:

Read the Passage: Matthew 24:1-14
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redeem and restore Israel and, through Israel, to establish his rule over 
the entire earth.

Brings Israel’s history to its climax.
Embodies God’s return to Israel.
Redefines Israel as everyone who follows him (i.e. the Church).
Launches the confrontation between the Kingdom of God and the 
Kingdoms of this world.

Jesus comes as Israel’s true King to inaugurate the Kingdom of God. 
Through his life, death, burial, and resurrection, he:

The disciples are assuming that the destruction of the Temple will 
coincide with Jesus revealing himself as Israel’s true King and ushering in 
the coming age in which Israel’s sovereignty will be restored.
Jesus explains that false Christs, wars, and rumors of wars will happen, 
but won’t yet signify the end.

Here Jesus warns his disciples about the eventual judgment on and 
destruction of Jerusalem.
“Abomination that causes desolation” - Daniel 9 (especially Daniel 9:27).

Read the Passage: Matthew 24:15-28

“sun will be darkened . . .” - Isaiah 13:10
“Son of Man coming on the clouds” - Daniel 7:13; Matthew 26:62-64

There are important references to prophetic books here that must be 
understood if we are to understand this passage:

Read the Passage: Matthew 24:29-51

What does it mean to be a faithful and wise servant in charge of the 
household?
What does it mean to be a fellow servant?
What household responsibilities do you have?
What responsibilities do you have towards the non-Christians in your 
sphere of influence? 

Consider the last section of the passage: Matthew 24:45-51
Discussion:


