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* Read the Passage: Daniel 12:1-5

“At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a
time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at
that time your people — everyone whose name is found written in the book — will be
delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life,
others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the
brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for
ever and ever. But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the
end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.”

Then |, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river
and one on the opposite bank.

v Purpose of the Sermon (what listeners should do)

e Understand God’s vision for us to shine.

¢ Understand how being in God’s presence makes us shine.
e Understand the glory to which we are called.

e Understand that we go from glory to glory.

e Understand that creation is waiting.

* Understand God’s vision for us to shine. - Daniel 12:1-5

“At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a
time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at
that time your people — everyone whose name is found written in the book — will be
delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life,
others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the
brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for
ever and ever. But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the
end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.”

Then |, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river
and one on the opposite bank.

¢ Understand how being in God’s presence makes us shine. - Exodus

34:29-35

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his
hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the Lord.
When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to
come near him. But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the community
came back to him, and he spoke to them. Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and
he gave them all the commands the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai.

When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. But whenever he
entered the LORD’s presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And
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when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, they saw that his
face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak
with the Lord.

* Understand the glory to which we are called. - Psalm 8

For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above
the heavens. From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of
your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. When | consider your heavens, the work
of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you
are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You made him a little lower than
the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You made him ruler over the
works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts
of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

* Understand that we go from glory to glory. - 2 Corinthians 3:7-18

Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with
glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory,
fading though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry
that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings
righteousness! For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing
glory. And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that
which lasts!

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who
would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was
fading away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the
old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away.

Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns
to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are
being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord,
who is the Spirit.

e Understand that creation is waiting. - Romans 8:18-27

| consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.

For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this
hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already
has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in
accordance with God’s will.
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