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* Read the Passage: Romans 8:18-27

| consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay
and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to
the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in
this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he
already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And
he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints in accordance with God’s will.

v Purpose of the Sermon (what listeners should do)

e Understand what God’s up to.
» Align your life accordingly.

v Understand what God’s up to.

e Glory will be revealed in us. - Romans 8:18-27

* Bringing everything in heaven and earth under Jesus Christ. - Ephesians

1:3-10
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to
be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will —
to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And
he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he
purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment
— to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

* He has prepared good works for us to do. - Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.

e To him be glory in the church. - Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason | kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on
earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
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power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

e Christ in you, the hope of glory. - Colossians 1:24-29

Now | rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in
regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. | have become
its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its
fullness — the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now
disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone perfect in Christ. To this end | labor, struggling with all his energy,
which so powerfully works in me.

e Crowned with glory and honor. - Psalm 8

For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory
above the heavens. From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise
because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. When | consider your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You
made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.
You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all
flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
all that swim the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all
the earth!

e Ask the Lord of the harvest. - Matthew 5:13-16
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

e Ask the Lord of the harvest. - Matthew 9:35-38
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching
the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw
the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.”

v Conclusion

e Go for the glory!
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v Discussion / Reflection Questions:

Where’s the glory in your life? What are you in charge of?

Where is the pain within your sphere of influence?

Where are salt and light needed wishing your sphere of influence?
Where do you see a need for laborers to help you reap a harvest?
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