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e New Material

e Life Group Material

¢ Life Group Word Material
These are sample discussion questions / topics. Your life group leaders may choose to
adjust these questions, substitute new ones, or spend the Word section of the meeting
in a different way altogether.

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV)
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of
Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Matthew 7:21-28 - Put Jesus' Words Into Practice

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform
many miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on
the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great
crash.”

Luke 9:18-26

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them,
“Who do the crowds say | am?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of
the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?”

Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And he said, “The Son of Man must
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law,
and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole
world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the
Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the
Father and of the holy angels.

1John 1:1 - 2:2

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched — this we proclaim
concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we

Page 2 of 7



proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with
us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to
make our joy complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us
from all sin.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his
word has no place in our lives.

My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we
have one who speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the
whole world.

Acts 2:36-47

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ.”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is
for you and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will
call.”

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and
about three thousand were added to their number that day.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.

Romans 13:11-14

And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night
is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put
on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and
jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about
how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

Discussion Questions & Topics
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¢ Did any items from the passages above jump out at you? Discuss.
* Now that you've read these passages, what will you be working on?
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e Scriptures For 12/09/2012 Life Church Sermon
Unless otherwise indicated scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV) Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Matthew 7:21-28 - Put Jesus' Words Into Practice

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform
many miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on
the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is
like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

Luke 9:18-26

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them,
“Who do the crowds say | am?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the
prophets of long ago has come back to life.”

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?”

Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And he said, “The Son of Man must
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and
he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world,
and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of
Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of
the holy angels.

1John 1:1 - 2:2

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched — this we proclaim concerning
the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you
the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what
we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us
from all sin.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess

Page 5 of 7



our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word
has no place in our lives.

My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have
one who speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

Acts 2:36-47

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ.”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for
you and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.

Romans 13:11-14

And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is
nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness,
not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the
sinful nature.

Discussion Questions & Topics
* Did any items from the passages above jump out at you? Discuss.
* Now that you've read these passages, what will you be working on?

Life Church Mission Statement
Our mission is to teach people:
to enjoy knowing Jesus without fear, inadequacy, guilt, or shame,
to follow him together as his family,
to function together as his body,
and to work together to expand his kingdom.
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Understanding The Bible
Unless otherwise indicated, scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
(NIV) Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible
Publishers.

Here, for your convenience, are the Bible passages for today's sermon at Life Church. We use mostly the
New International Version (NIV) of the Bible so that you can read it in modern English. You may have been
accustomed to reading or hearing the King James Version of the Bible, which uses older English (with words
like "thee" , "thou", "thine", "believeth", etc.). Don't be alarmed - the passages are really from the Bible!

The Bible was originally written in three ancient languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. None of the
people in the Bible, and none of the people who God used to write it spoke English. In fact, English did not
even exist as a language when the Bible was written. The King James Version, first published in 1611, was
a translation of the Bible from it's original languages into the every day English that people used back then -
almost 400 years ago! They didn't just speak that way in church - they spoke that way with everyone. The
King James Version was "modernized" in 1769, but, even so, English has certainly changed a lot since then!
We believe that if you're reading an English translation of the Bible it ought to be up to date - written in
the English you speak every day. God wants you to understand his Word so that you can put it into
practice!
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