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The Power of Love

Paulea Mooney-McCoy
Romans 12: 1,2
! Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is —his good, pleasing and perfect will.

KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 4:23-25

>3 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every
disease and sickness among the people. >* News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill
with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he
healed them. % Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.

Matthew 8:1-4

! When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. > A man with leprosy came and knelt before him
and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”

? Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “l am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cured of his
leprosy. * Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.”

Mark 1:40 -45

9 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”

*L Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” * Immediately
the leprosy left him and he was cured.

3 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: ** “See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the
priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” ** Instead he went out and
began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely
places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.

Leviticus 13: 45, 46

“Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn clothes, let their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of their face and
cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!” *® As long as they have the disease they remain unclean. They must live alone; they must live
outside the camp.

Colossians 2:9, 10
?For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, *and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head
over every power and authority.

Colossians 2:8-10 - Message

&10\Watch out for people who try to dazzle you with big words and intellectual double-talk. They want to drag you off into
endless arguments that never amount to anything. They spread their ideas through the empty traditions of human beings and
the empty superstitions of spirit beings. But that's not the way of Christ. Everything of God gets expressed in him, so you can
see and hear him clearly. You don't need a telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope to realize the fullness of Christ, and the
emptiness of the universe without him. When you come to him, that fullness comes together for you, too. His power extends
over everything.

Questions:

1. Do You have a hard time seeing Jesus as both all-powerful and infinitely compassionate? Or do you find it easier to see Him
as all powerful but doubt His compassion for us personally? Or vice versa — see Him as loving, but your problems are just
too big for Jesus to do anything about them?

2. Can you identify with the leper? Are you in touch with your desperation for a touch from God? Has your hope been ignited,
or are you still in despair?

3. Who are the lepers, the untouchables in your life, your community? What is Jesus’ response to them? How can you be part
of that response?

Understanding the Bible

Here, for your convenience, are the Bible passages that we will be using in today's sermon at Life Church. We use modern versions of the Bible so that you can read it in
contemporary English. You may have been accustomed to reading or hearing the King James Version of the Bible, which uses older English (with words like "thee" , "thou",
"thine", "believeth", etc.). If so, don't be alarmed - the passages below are really from the Bible even though they are in modern English.

The Bible was originally written in three ancient languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. None of the people in the Bible, and none of the people who God used to write it
spoke English. In fact, English did not even exist as a language when the Bible was written. The King James Version, first published in 1611, was a translation of the Bible from
its original languages into the everyday English that people used back then - almost 400 years ago! They didn't just speak that way in church - they spoke that way with
everyone. The King James Version was "modernized" in 1769, but, even so, English has certainly changed a lot since then! Since you probably don't speak Hebrew, Aramaic, or
Greek, you're going to have to read the Bible in translated form. At Life Church we believe that since you're going to read an English translation of the Bible you might as well
use an up to date one - written in the English you speak every day. God wants you to understand his Word so that you can put it into practice!
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