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New Material
Preparation
Resurrection Day: He Is Risen!

Preparation - John 20:1-18

Standing Issues
From a word Bishop gave me:

Make sure people do something with God's message.
Make it plain:

Use accessible language.
Use modern day parables based on every day occurrences:

Sitting at a stop light
Driving through a green light
Approaching a yellow light
Being cut off in traffic
Going shopping
Going to a mall
Going to school; sitting in class
Going to work; sitting in your office; 

Keep it simple.
Use illustrations of truth out of my own experience.

Impart faith to obey the Word and receive God's promises.

Introduction
Welcome to another service at the Hampton Inn & Suites.
Welcome Cards - 

“I want to call your attention to the Welcome Card that you were given 
on your way into the auditorium”
These cards do two things for us:

They help us get to know our new visitors better.
They also give anyone (visitors or members) a chance to express 
a need or to give us feedback.
By filling it out you will help us to better serve you.

We're going to provide time for you to complete the cards at the end 
of our service, but we encourage you to start filling them out now.

Please use this card:
• if you’re a first time visitor or if you’ve never filled one out 

before,
• to tell us about a decision you made today,
• to ask us for more information, or to give us feedback.

Please include your contact information unless we already 
have it. At the end of service we’ll ask you to complete the card 
and then place it in the designated box or give it to someone from 
our staff on your way out.
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Resurrection Day: He Is Risen!

Introduction

Welcome Cards - 

We're going to provide time for you to complete the cards at the end 
of our service, but we encourage you to start filling them out now.

Please use this card:
• if you’re a first time visitor or if you’ve never filled one out 

before,
• to tell us about a decision you made today,
• to ask us for more information, or to give us feedback.

Please include your contact information unless we already 
have it. At the end of service we’ll ask you to complete the card 
and then place it in the designated box or give it to someone from 
our staff on your way out.

Transition
We're following up on our discussion of Romans 12:1-3.
We're going to skip ahead to dissension and jealousy.
After this message we will review orgies and drunkenness and talk 
about addiction.
We will cover sexual impurity and debauchery after that.

Read the Passages:
Matthew 27:45-66
Matthew 28
John 20:1-18
John 20:19-23

Exegetical Idea
Jesus rose from the dead on the 3rd day after his crucifixion and appeared to his 
followers.

Explain It: What does this mean?
Jesus really died and really rose from the dead.
Jesus experienced a bodily resurrection.
Jesus convinced his followers that he was really alive.

Prove It: Is it True? Do I believe it?
Yes!

Apply It: What difference does it make? So What?
We're saved.
We're adopted into God's family.

Formulate the Homiletical Idea:
Resurrection Day: He is risen!
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Determine the Purpose of the Sermon (what listeners should do)
Read the message.
Reflect on the message.
Repeat the message.

Read the message.

Reflect on the message.
James Ryle: "Faith says 'Wow! It's really true'"

Repeat the message.

Small Group Discussion
When did the resurrection of Jesus become relevant to your life?

Conclusion

Altar Call / Welcome Cards / Communion ?
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Altar Call / Welcome Cards / Communion ?
Welcome Cards - refer to script
We're almost ready to close this portion of our service, but first we want to 
give you a chance to respond to what you've heard.
Earlier in the service we mentioned the welcome cards and we 
encouraged you to begin filling them out.
Right now we want you to complete your welcome card. We especially 
want you to use this card if:

if you’re a first time visitor
if you’ve never filled one out before,
if you want to tell us about a decision you made today,
if you want to ask us for more information, or to give us feedback.

Please be sure to include your up to date contact information unless we 
already have it. 

MC & Worship Team continue with tithes, offerings, and worship

Benediction - Numbers 6:24-26
“‘“The LORD bless you and keep you;  the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you;  the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’ 

Men's Prayer

Life Group Material
Life Group Word Material

These are sample discussion questions / topics. Your life group leaders may choose to 
adjust these questions, substitute new ones, or spend the Word section of the meeting 
in a different way altogether.

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of 
Zondervan Bible Publishers.

John 20:1-18
  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
  So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at 
the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter, who was behind 
him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there,  as well as 
the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, 
separate from the linen.  Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went inside. He saw and believed.  (They still did not understand from Scripture 

that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
  Then the disciples went back to their homes,  but Mary stood outside the tomb 
crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, 
seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
  They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 
him.”  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 
  “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
 Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
  Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
Teacher). 
  Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’” 
  Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And 
she told them that he had said these things to her.
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Life Group Material
Life Group Word Material

These are sample discussion questions / topics. Your life group leaders may choose to 
adjust these questions, substitute new ones, or spend the Word section of the meeting 
in a different way altogether.

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of 
Zondervan Bible Publishers.

John 20:1-18
  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
  So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at 
the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter, who was behind 
him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there,  as well as 
the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, 
separate from the linen.  Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went inside. He saw and believed.  (They still did not understand from Scripture 

that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
  Then the disciples went back to their homes,  but Mary stood outside the tomb 
crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, 
seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
  They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 
him.”  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 
  “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
 Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
  Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
Teacher). 
  Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’” 
  Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And 
she told them that he had said these things to her.

Discussion Questions / Topics:
When and how did the resurrection become important to you?

John 20:19-23
  On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 
the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
  Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.”  And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you 
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 

Discussion Questions / Topics:
Have you allowed Jesus to send you the way the Father sent him? 
Discuss.
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Scriptures For 4/08/2012 Life Church Sermon
Unless otherwise indicated scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV) Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible 
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Matthew 27:45-66
  From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.  About the ninth 
hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” — which means, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
  When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
  Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a 
stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah 
comes to save him.” 
  And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
  At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook 
and the rocks split.  The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had 
died were raised to life.  They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
  When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and 
all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
  Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee 
to care for his needs.  Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 
Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 
  As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had 
himself become a disciple of Jesus.  Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 
ordered that it be given to him.  Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,  and 
placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of 
the entrance to the tomb and went away.  Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting 
there opposite the tomb. 
  The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to 
Pilate.  “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After 
three days I will rise again.’  So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third 
day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has 
been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” 
  “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.”  So they 
went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.

Matthew 28
  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb. 
  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and 
his clothes were white as snow.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 
  The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers 
to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
  While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to 
the chief priests everything that had happened.  When the chief priests had met with the 
elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money,  telling them, “You 
are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’  If 
this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”  So the 
soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely 
circulated among the Jews to this very day. 
  Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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Matthew 28
  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb. 
  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and 
his clothes were white as snow.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 
  The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers 
to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
  While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to 
the chief priests everything that had happened.  When the chief priests had met with the 
elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money,  telling them, “You 
are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’  If 
this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”  So the 
soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely 
circulated among the Jews to this very day. 
  Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.”

John 20:1-18
  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
  So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of 
linen lying there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went 
into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there,  as well as the burial cloth that had been 
around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen.  Finally the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.  (They 
still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
  Then the disciples went back to their homes,  but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where 
Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
  They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”  At 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was 
Jesus. 
  “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
 Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have put him, and I will get him.” 
  Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 
  Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” 
  Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told 
them that he had said these things to her.
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John 20:19-23
  On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed 
when they saw the Lord. 
  Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And 
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his 
sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Life Church Mission Statement
Our mission is to teach people:

to enjoy knowing Jesus without fear, inadequacy, guilt, or shame,
to follow him together as his family,
to function together as his body,
and to work together to expand his kingdom.

Understanding The Bible
Unless otherwise indicated, scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 
(NIV) Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible 
Publishers.

Here, for your convenience, are the Bible passages for today's sermon at Life Church. We use mostly the 
New International Version (NIV) of the Bible so that you can read it in modern English. You may have been 
accustomed to reading or hearing the King James Version of the Bible, which uses older English (with words 
like "thee" , "thou", "thine", "believeth", etc.). Don't be alarmed - the passages are really from the Bible!

The Bible was originally written in three ancient languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. None of the 
people in the Bible, and none of the people who God used to write it spoke English. In fact, English did not 
even exist as a language when the Bible was written. The King James Version, first published in 1611, was 
a translation of the Bible from it's original languages into the every day English that people used back then - 
almost 400 years ago! They didn't just speak that way in church - they spoke that way with everyone. The 
King James Version was "modernized" in 1769, but, even so, English has certainly changed a lot since then! 
We believe that if you're reading an English translation of the Bible it ought to be up to date - written in 
the English you speak every day. God wants you to understand his Word so that you can put it into 
practice!

Life Church Web Site: http://www.lifechurchboston.org/


