Life Church Sermon Scriptures for July 3, 2011
(repeated from June 26, 2011)

The Secret Partnership (conclusion)

Today we will talk about:
1) The role of forgiveness in our daily prayer 2) The importance of dealing with sin

Matthew 6:5-15

> “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward in full. ® But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And
when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of
their many words. ®Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask
him.

? “This, then, is how you should pray:

“‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10 your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
" Give us today our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
3 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.’

" For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. * But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Luke 17:1-4

! Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to
anyone through whom they come. * It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a
millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. * So watch
yourselves. “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive
them. * Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you
saying ‘I repent,” you must forgive them.”

1 Corinthians 5:1-5




!t is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans
do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. > And you are proud! Shouldn’t you
rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing
this? * For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who
is present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on
the one who has been doing this. * So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and
the power of our Lord Jesus is present, > hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.

2 Corinthians 2:5-11

> If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to some
extent—not to put it too severely. ® The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is
sufficient. ” Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. ® I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for

him. °* Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in
everything. ' Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was
anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, ''in order that Satan
might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

2 Timothy 3

! But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. ? People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the
good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— > having a
form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.

Romans 12:19

Y Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is
mine to avenge; [ will repay,” says the Lord.

Putting the Word to Work

1. How have you grown over the past three weeks?
2. What has God shown you about yourself?
3. What has God shown you about Himself?
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