Life Church Sermon Scriptures for May 29, 2011

“The Only Motive in Giving is to Please the Father - Conclusion®

Today we will explore:

1. Being a good steward
2. The eternal consequences of giving
3. An exhortation to give

Primary scripture

Matthew 6:1-4 ' “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by
them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  “So when you give to the
needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the
streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. * But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, * so
that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward
you.

Supporting scriptures

Romans 7:8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me
every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead.

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 ° Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. ' Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. * And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in every good work. ? As it is written:

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”

" Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. ' You will be enriched in every
way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. '? This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the
Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. "* Because of the
service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that
accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with
them and with everyone else. " And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,
because of the surpassing grace God has given you. '* Thanks be to God for his indescribable
gift!



Luke 8:1-3 1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who
had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons
had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and
many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 (NASB) [ wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I
did not at all mean with the immoral people of the world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or
with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. But actually, I wrote to you not to
associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a
reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler — not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with
judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? But those who are outside,
God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.

Psalm 103:6 “The Lord executes righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed.”

Matthew 25:31-46 (see Bible)

Luke 18:18-30 '® A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” ¥ “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 2
You know the commandments: ‘Y ou shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall
not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.”2” 2! “All these I
have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 2> When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack
one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.
Then come, follow me.” ** When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very
wealthy. ?* Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of
God! * Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God.” *® Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” *’
Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” *® Peter said to him, “We
have left all we had to follow you!” ?* “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left
home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God **
will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”

2 Corinthians 8:7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this
grace of giving.

Putting the Word to Work

1. How has your attitude about giving changed?

2. What steps have you taken to be a generous person?

3. Follow your passion. What issue touches your heart? Begin supporting
efforts that are working to make a difference in that area.
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